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Helpline abandoned
n Peer consuling center inactive until January

BY LILLIAN RIZZO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students won’t find any help at
Helpline.
Helpline, students’ sole source
of peer counseling, has been shut
down since the beginning of the semester. The abrupt ending came as
a surprise to even members of the
Undergraduate Student Government.
“As a member of USG, even I
didn’t know that Helpline wasn’t
open this year,” said Ben Guttmann,
vice president of legislative affairs.
The decision to suspend
Helpline came from newly appointed Associate Director of Student Life Shadia Sachedina after
being overwhelmed with her new
duties. “It was supposed to start up
in September, but I just never had
the time, just never had the chance
to just get it going,” said Sachedina.
Students managed the peer
counseling center with Sachedina
serving as an advisor. Sachedina
took on the role of overseeing
Helpline when she joined the Student Life staff last April.
In Helpline’s absence, Baruch
College has no program that offers peer counseling, forcing them
to seek help elsewhere Dr. David
Cheng, director of the counseling center, said, “Helpline is very
important because of the location
and students may feel more comfortable or easier to talk to a peer.
But again, it is a great resource in
terms of referrals. A lot of students
may not find their way here [to the
counseling center].”
According to the Student Life
website, Helpline assists students
on a peer basis as well as being the
main resource for student housing
ILLUSTRATED BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN I THE TICKER

SEE HELPLINE PAGE 5

Committees running on empty
BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

At the beginning of every fall
semester, new students rise to the
task of voicing their opinions by
joining college committees, which
are legislative groups responsible
for administrative bodies throughout the school.
There are 32 college committees, at Baruch College with 20 student representatives overall. Most
of these committees serve distinct

INDEX
Opinion . . . . . . . . 6
Business . . . . . . . . 8
Lifestyles . . . . . . . . 18
Features . . . . . . . . 12
Arts . . . . . . . . . 14
Calendar . . . . . . . . 21
Sports . . . . . . . . 22

Budgets
face cuts

and necessary functions. They hold
meetings annually, biannually,
monthly, or for some, not at all.
Each committee consists of a faculty chair, other faculty and sometimes, a number of students.
The most important of these
committees are ones that are either
appointed by the college’s president, Kathleen Waldron, to advise
the Baruch cabinet or those mandated by state law, CUNY Board of
Trustees policies or the bylaws of
the schools within Baruch. Exam-
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ples of each include the Committee on Affirmative Action, Facilities
Committee and Board of Directors
Committee.
These committees are charged
with approving such things as budget allocation, personnel choices
and course curriculum. Each school
within Baruch — Zicklin School
of Business, Weissman School of
Arts and Sciences and the School
of Public Affairs — has their own
set of committees through which
students can voice their concerns.
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However, while the Zicklin committees have the maximum number of
student members necessary, out of
the seven committees that preside
over Weissman and SPA, only one
has a total of one student member
while the remaining six have none.
Students find their way onto
these committees via an announcement in the “Baruch Student Life
Weekly E-mail” sent out to all students said Kamelia Saroop, a mem-

While the economic downturn
has students worried about financial aid, colleges face different
fears.
Some departments at Baruch
College are facing a hold on their
budgets because of the unstable
economy. The journalism department felt the effects in September
when the budget for new cameras
was approved, but the purchasing did not occur. Two journalism
classes were supposed to receive
new cameras, but they have yet to
be seen.
“Late last spring I applied for a
grant to purchase five digital cameras for the television journalism
basics course I’ve been teaching for
the last 20 years,” said Professor Eugene Marlow. “The reason: the inventory of digital cameras I’ve had
in inventory for the last two years
have needed almost constant outside repair. The new cameras are
of higher quality, technically, and
more up-to-date.”
According to Marlow, the grant
was approved, but due to the recent
budget cuts, it was held up on the
purchasing level. The same request
was made for the Advanced Journalism class, which focuses on the
multimedia aspect of the field.
However, Professor Geanne
Rosenberg, director of the journalism program, spoke with the dean
about the freeze on the cameras
and said according to his office,
there was no hold. “My understanding is that the cameras have
been purchased,” Rosenberg said.
The grants for the cameras come
from the BCTC, which has yet to respond.
“I’ve been informed the cameras were very recently purchased,
but we’re already half-way through
the semester,” said Marlow. “If and
when they arrive, I’ll use them for
next semester’s students.”
In the meantime, Marlow hopes
that the current cameras will hold
up for this semester’s class.
Students of higher education
have become yet another casualty
of the plunging markets, subprime
crisis and the unsteady economy.
“For Baruch students interested
in media, it’s requisite that we keep
up with evolving technology,” said
Marlow. “The technology costs
money. In an economic downturn
such as the one we’re experiencing
now, students lose out temporarily
when what we need in the classroom isn’t available because of financial conditions.”
On a positive note, Marlow believes that like good times, bad
times do not last forever. “Ultimately, we’ll catch up.”

SEE UNDERSTAFFED PAGE 5
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NewsProse deals her prose
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CAMPUS
BRIEFS

COMPILED BY KEITH ARORA-WILLIAMS
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

MONDAY 10/27
Student Health Services will be
hosting a Free Flu Clinic at the
Baruch Student Health Center
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. Students can
pick up forms at Office of Student
Life in VC 2-210 and the Bearcat
Welcome Center located at 137 E.
25th St. This will continue all week.
The Emanuel Saxe Lecture in
Accounting presents “The Auditing
Profession: Some 21st Century
Challenges” at 5:30 p.m. in Room
750 of the library building.

TUESDAY 10/28
Prof. Doug Muzzio moderates a
panel discussion titled “Politics,
Pundits & Polls: Election 2008” at
5 p.m. in Room 750 of the library
building.
The Lillie & Nathan Ackerman
Lectures on Equality & Justice in
America presents Christopher
Eisgruber, co-author of “Religious
Freedom and The Constitution” at
6 p.m. in VC 14-220. The topic will
be “Can Church & State Be
Separate: The Future of Religious
Freedom in America.”

JOHN LEE I THE TICKER

Writer-in-resident Francine Prose read from her short story collection “The Peaceable King,” among others.

THURSDAY 10/30
Solutions Across Borders will be
hosting the pre-election event:
“Who? What? Where? When? Why?
How? – Media and Politics in the
Age of Globalization.” The event
takes place at 12:30 p.m. in VC 5165.
The first Clair Mason Lecture
Series presents “Women of
Distinction” with guest speaker
Kathleen Hall Jamieson, the
authority on gender bias in
assessments of women as leaders.
She will present her lecture, “She
Cackles, He Laughs,” at 1 p.m. in
VC 14-220.
G.L.A.S.S. and Undergraduate
Student Government will sponsor
a Halloween Freak Fest from 7 p.m.
to 11 p.m. in the VC 1-107.

FRIDAY 10/31
The School of Public Affairs
presents a Nonprofit Career and
Internship Fair from 3:30 p.m. to
6 p.m. on the seventh floor of the
library building. This program is
for graduate students and alumni
only. Business attire required,
bring resumes.

USG BRIEFS
Solutions Across Borders has been
chartered as a club. They were cosponsored $415 by USG for their
upcoming event.
The next board of directors
meeting is scheduled for Nov. 11.
Corrections:
In the article “Candidates spar
one last time” in last weeks issue,
Professor Patrick did not, in fact,
say she would vote for Obama.
The Ticker regrets this error.

BY SABRINA SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The Sidney Harman Writer-inResidence Program celebrated the
first event of its second decade with
the presentation of “A Reading and
Conversation with Francine Prose.”
On Tuesday, Oct. 21, students, professors and guests came out for an
evening of socializing and the exploration of literature.
The event began with a short
introduction by Professor Roslyn
Bernstein, director and head of the
Harman program.English Professor
John Brenkman introduced Francine Prose, mentioning her latest
books titled “Reading like A Writer”
and “Goldengrove.”
Once introduced, Francine
Prose, who is the author of over

20 books of fiction and nonfiction,
took the stage. Defying the expectations of attendees, Prose decided to
read a passage entitled Hansel and
Gretel, a short story from her older
collection, “The Peaceable Kingdom.” The passage tells the story of
one of Prose’s past marriages.
The reading was followed by
a Q-and-A session where attendees were able to pose questions to
Prose and inquire about her contributions to literature.
“Fiction is an enjoyment because it is much scarier,” said Prose.
“There are certain surprises that
come to you unexpectedly,” she
said. “I couldn’t do anything else
but writing.”
Jeffrey Peck, the
new dean of the Weissman School
of Arts and Sciences, was also present at the gathering and explained

how he was delighted to be a part
of the writer-in-residence community.
“It’s a pleasure to be a dean
of an institution that focuses on
writer residence,” said Peck. “It’s a
jewel in the crown for the program
where students can attend events
like tonight and meet with writers,”
he said.
The writer-in-residence program features distinguished writers
every semester allowing the opportunity for students involved with
the program to obtain a reflective
experience with their own work
along with an individual who has
the criteria to assist them.
“The program added lust to the
Weissman School,” said Bernstein,
who helped with the project back
in the fall of ’98. “It’s a dream come

true to have established this,” she
said.
“I really enjoyed the reading tonight,” said Susi Gomez, who is a
student of the program. “It is helpful to take these creative seminars
and attend events with different
writers because it will help nourish
the overall structure of my writing,”
said Gomez. “It can definitely help
explore the possibilities of literature.”
“I was curious to learn about the
program since I attended the 10th
anniversary event last year,” said
Prose. “It has been a pleasurable
experience teaching this semester;
the students are wonderful,” said
Prose. “I always want to make an
emphasis on how great Baruch is
and how brilliant this program has
become.”

Activity fee approved
BY MICHAEL WURSTHORN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Students will have their chance
to weigh in on the student activity
fee increase.
Two weeks ago, President Kathleen Waldron and Vice President
Ben Corpus approved the Undergraduate Student Government’s
referendum to put a student activity fee increase on the ballot.
USG managed to collect 1,842
signatures in support of the referendum, surpassing the minimum
signatures needed for a petition by
over 500. The fee increase will be
important as rising costs in health
care services may force cutbacks
on staff and treatment at Baruch’s
Health Center.
“Student activities on campus

need money, particularly health
care. They are running at a deficit
and health care is going up,” said
Ben Guttmann, vice president of
legislative affairs. “If this doesn’t
pass, health care is facing an uncertain and grim future.”
The proposed fee is calling for a
$10 increase for part-time and fulltime students. The raise will inject
$345,000 into a pool of money used
for over 180 clubs and many athletics, communications and other departments.
The last fee increase was in 2003,
and as the number of clubs has increased, the amount of money used
for their budgets has not. Guttmann
explained that without an increase,
club activity might decrease, affecting student life on campus.
“I tell them all the things that

student activities have covered,
and there is hardly a thing that a
student has done that has not been
touched by student activities,” said
Guttmann. “It’s just $10. It’s very
reasonable and its just $10 each semester. The things you get in return
is quite valuable.”
Senate newcomer Jahn Golden
agrees with USG’s move to increase
the fee. Services provided by student life may be reduced as less
money becomes available to them.
“I think it’s something that is
essential to keep up all the great
things we are running for the students,” said Golden.
Students will be able to vote for
the increase through the use of an
internet voting system sanctioned
by the Student Election Review
Committee. Voting begins on Nov.

10 and lasts until Nov. 13. SERC
contracted the web-based company, Vote-Now.com, to handle
the elections. Administrators from
Student Life and the Baruch College Technology Center plan give
students access to the web ballot
through their e-mail account.
“All the prompts on how to vote
will appear on the ballot and will
permit students to submit their email address to receive a confirmation of how their vote was recorded
if they so desire,” said Carl Aylman,
director of student life, in an e-mail
message. “The full text of the proposed change in the allocation of
student activities fee will be available on the online voting system as
a pop-up screen.”

THE TICKER NEWS I PAGE 3

OCTOBER 27, 2008

The Golden Key to reading
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Golden Key International Honor Society is participating in the
“Better Worlds Book Drive” from
Oct. 2 to Nov. 7. The honor society
has been collecting contributions
at different locations within the
school including the second floor
of the Vertical Campus, the honors
office on 25th St. and the freshman
seminar room.
According to the organization’s
blog, “Golden Key was founded in
1977. Its main purpose was, and still
is, to [recognize] academic achievement among college and university
students […] Qualifying for Golden
Key membership acknowledges
exceptional ability to perform at a
high academic level.”
Cathy Huang, program director, stated in an e-mail message,
“Golden Key has worked with Better Worlds Books in the past, so the
relationship has existed for many
years. We originally started doing
it because Golden Key strongly
believes in literary efforts both nationally and internationally.”
The drive’s purpose is to collect
all kinds of books and then donate
them to less fortunate individuals.
“We will be sending these books
to South America via a program
sponsored through Better World
Books called Worldfund. This program works to reduce poverty in
Latin America by supporting highquality education for impoverished
children,” said Huang.
Donations will be sent to South
American countries including Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, El
Salvador, Mexico and Venezuela.
Golden Key’s last drive was held
two years ago and its success cannot currently be quantified. Huang
said this year’s goal “is set for 250+
books. We hope that the thousands

ABRAHEME HASSAN I THE TICKER

of students who pass by these bins
everyday […] will donate much
more than that small number and
hopefully force us to purchase ad-

“Golden Key strongly believes in literary efforts both
nationally and internationally”
-Cathy Huang
ditional boxes.”
She encourages students to participate because “it is a low com-

mitment effort where students only
have to deposit their used books in
a bin. It gives one a sense of fulfillment and a feeling of contentment
knowing that someone is learning
by reading their books.”
Ultimately, Huang said, “This
has been thus far a solo effort, but
we hope that in the future, we will
be able to involve more groups because in the end, it does not matter
who is running the program, but
how many books we are able to
send.”
The “Better Worlds Book Drive”
has the potential to be an annual
event for Golden Key and this year
may be extended until Nov. 26.

PAGE 4 I THE TICKER NEWS

OCTOBER 27, 2008

Many turned away at Clinton event
<Packed event
denies students
BY TINA GRANDINETTI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On the evening of Thursday,
Oct. 23, at the Queens College Student Union Building, hundreds of
people lined up in the cold to see
former President Bill Clinton speak
at a pre-election event sponsored
by New York State Rep. Anthony
Weiner. The event, which was supposed to start at 7:30 p.m., drew a
far larger audience than anticipated. The growing crowd disappointed many eager, and then angry,
New Yorkers who were in the end
told to go home.
As early as 2 p.m., people began
lining up in the hopes of getting a
seat in the auditorium. However, as
the evening wore on and the line
grew longer, people began to worry that they had been waiting for
nothing. Indeed, by 8 p.m., when
Clinton finally arrived in a motorcade, those in the lines outside had
grown increasingly restless. Many
of them had received postcards in
the mail “personally” inviting them
to the event, while others had been
instructed to RSVP via e-mail to ensure a seat at the event. With over
1,000 people already in the auditorium, and hundreds still waiting to
see if they would get in, many started to give up and go home.
Finally, at around 8:30 p.m., an
hour after the event was planned to
begin, police officials announced
by megaphone that the room had
reached capacity and the estimated
500 people still outside, including around 200 Queens College
students, would have to go home.

While most simply left, many were
extremely angry, insisting that they
had skipped work to attend the
event and felt they had been mistreated.
One official, police officer Paz,
said that while many people took
their complaints up with police officers, “It’s Secret Service who are
turning people away. We can let all
the people we want into the building, but Secret Service won’t allow
anyone else into the room where
Clinton is speaking, not even me,
and I’ve been working the crowd
since the afternoon.” According to
Paz, “We let over 700 people in and
still had to turn away hundreds.
We didn’t expect this many people
to come.” The huge attendance reflects a high-energy political season with many New Yorkers eager
to hear Clinton’s opinion on issues
like the economy, Iraq and the
democratic campaign this election
season. “I guess we’ll just have to
watch it on television like everyone
else,” said Paz.
While some people were so disappointed that they shouted, “Vote
for McCain,” as they walked to their
cars, others were still hopeful that
they would get a glimpse of the
former president. Bertha Cornejo,
a longtime Queens resident, said
that she had come to see Clinton.
She insisted on waiting in the lobby of the Student Union Hall even
after most of the crowd had given
up. “Maybe he’ll come down to say
hello to the people who are waiting
to see him,” said Cornejo.
Police officials said that along
with an unexpectedly large turnout, the problem was caused by
miscommunication among the
event planners who had not been
consistent in their decision to let
people in based on RSVPs or on a
first come, first served basis.

ZACH STERN I THE TICKER

Former President Bill Clinton addressed Queens College along with New York State Representative Anthony Weiner.
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Helpline, no help at all Understaffed

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
assistance. Students are also encouraged to discuss personal problems with peer counselors. Carl Aylman, director of Student Life, said,
“[Helpline] identifies students who
may have issues who don’t realize
the resources that are available to
them.”
The closing of Helpline upset
students since they no longer have
an outlet to speak to their peers
about problems in their lives. “I
am very surprised that they closed
it. I think they should definitely do
something about reopening it,” said
junior Stanislav Medvedev.
Senior Cynthia Rojas, president
of PorColombia, agreed with Medvedev saying that she was surprised
to hear that Helpline was shut
down so abruptly. “If students are

paying all these
student activity
fees, you might
as well have
something
you can have
as a resource,”
said Rojas. “It
helped a lot of
people I know,
a lot of people
that were using
it as well.”
Aylman explained
that
Sachedina
was
juggling
multiple programs
that
took
priority
over Helpline.
“Shadia
has
been on a
number
of
other assignSPECIAL TO THE TICKER ments including Freshman
Seminar, the Baruch Bearcat Welcome Program and the Campus
Intervention Project,” said Aylman.
“[Helpline] got back burnered.”
Helpline is expected to be operational again in January, but
students will be left without a peer
counseling program until then.
Sachedina suggested utilizing the
newly formed Baruch Bearcat Welcome Program, located in the Annex Building on 25th St., but they
can only direct you to the counseling center in the event of an emergency.
Dr. Corlisse Thomas, assistant
vice president of student affairs, indicated that Helpline was closed so
the program could be re-evaluated,
making no mention of Sachedina’s
inability to have it ready for the fall
semester.
“We decided we would take a

look at the program and work on
remaking the program in some way.
We did decide to hold and reopen it
in the spring,” said Thomas.
When Helpline reopens in the
spring, Thomas indicated that the
Counseling Center, the Health Center and Health and Wellness Coordinator Taheere Tim Kee would be
key to the re-evaluation process.
The
Counseling
Center,
Helpline’s backbone, has yet to be
contacted by either Thomas or Sachedina to discuss its reformation.
“The last time I met with them they
were supposed to get it started. I
was under the impression that [Sachedina] would contact us if they
need help,” said Dr. Cheng.
No announcement has been
made regarding the closure of
Helpline and calls to their office
say they are open Monday through
Friday, between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m. The only indication of
the peer counseling office being
shutdown is their locked door, devoid of flyers that once welcomed
students into their office.
USG President Rezwana Hoque
was also shocked by the quiet disappearance of this helpful organization.
“If one person can benefit from
calling Helpline and giving some
sort of advice to help them out,
why not?” said Hoque. “Especially
with cuts at the Counseling Center I think Helpline is needed, just
to compensate for counselors and
advisors.”
USG’s official response is unknown, but Guttmann wants to
see Helpline’s doors reopen before
the semester is over. “I think this is
something the students want and
need, and I think we [USG] should
start putting pressure to reinstate
it.”

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
ber of the Zicklin Undergraduate
Academic Standing Committee.
This method proves to be out of
practice considering that the e-mail
sent out for the week of Oct. 23 did
not contain this advertisement. The
students that have taken the initiative to join were matched to an
appropriate committee by Aissata
Camara, the USG vice president of
legislative affairs.
“I interview every single [applicant] or have my inner committee
interview them and told them what
I was looking for [in the applicant],
someone who is outgoing, outspoken and who cares about the issues,” said Camara.
Other committees include the
Communications
Committee,
whose student representatives
were voted in during this spring
semester’s undergraduate student
elections, and the Health Committee. According to documents
provided by USG about the Health
Committee, there are no student
members involved nor are there
records of any meetings. As for the
Communications Committee, after
members of the Baruch One party
were elected, they have not been
contacted to participate in any way
for this committee.
When contacted about the status of the Communications Committee, Vice President of Student
Affairs and Enrollment Management Ben Corpus said that he had
no knowledge of what it was, but
that he was “looking forward to
hearing more about the communications committee.”
In an interview, Camara commented that to the best of her
knowledge, “The Communications
[Committee] was dismantled and
now the BOD [Board of Directors

Committee] represents them.”
There has been no information
released to Baruch students, or
even the members of this committee, as to why this action was taken.
However, there does not seem to be
much of a difference since they are
now defunct.
“They seem to make these decisions without informing the students and I have yet to find out
why this happened and why [the
students] weren’t informed,” said
Camara.
She also criticized the unsystematic organization that leads to
this lack of transparency.
“I shouldn’t have to go through
10 different people to find out who
is the chair of a committee [...] Students should know when decisions
that affect them are being made
and because there is no single person responsible for keeping track, it
makes it hard,” said Camara.
In an attempt to remedy the lack
of student participation within the
system of committees, Camara has
created an inner committee of the
existing student representatives.
This small group of students
works in proximity with the rest of
the student government and effectively relays USG’s concerns to
as many presidential committee
meetings as possible.
Although most agree that it can
be challenging to operate within
the bureaucracy of these committees, they complete necessary functions and are vital to democratic
governance.
“Some believe there are too
many committees, however committee life is the way we operate
in higher education so as to solicit
broad feedback for topics important to shared governance and
progress,” said Corpus.
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Did you know...
Last Thursday afternoon, the New York City Council voted, 29 to 22, to extend term limits
allowing Mayor Michael Bloomberg to seek re-election next year.
Tell us what you think at opinions@theticker.org

Why you should vote to increase the fee
BEN GUTTMANN
On behalf of the Undergraduate Student
Government of Baruch College, I would like
to thank all 1,800 students who signed the
student activity fee referendum over the past
few weeks. With your help we have hit our
mark, and now it is time to take the issue to
a vote.
Elections will be held online from Monday,
Nov. 10 through Thursday, Nov. 13. You will
receive an e-mail in your Baruch account on
the tenth that will include instructions and a
unique link to your ballot. I urge you to take
special care and be on the look out for this
very important e-mail. We are going to need
every single vote for this referendum to pass.
This fee increase is important for two
main reasons. First, the student health
center on 26th Street is facing rising costs
and is operating at a deficit. For many
international students, and for many others

who are uninsured, the student health center
is their primary source of health care. If this
referendum passes, it ensures the continual
operation of the center. If we fail, the center
will be facing an uncertain and grim future.
Second, this increase will give more
money to the lively clubs and organizations
on campus. Since 2003 the total number of
clubs has skyrocketed, yet the fee has not
been increased. So despite their ballooning
numbers, clubs have had the same pot of
money to draw from as they did five years
ago. The student clubs and organizations are
the lifeblood of this school, and they deserve
more resources.
Athletics, Student Government, the
Student Center and the Early Learning Center
will all benefit from this increase. There isn’t
a student on this campus that will not benefit
in some way from student activity fees, and

the time has come for them to be raised.
We shaped this referendum to address the
pressing financial issues of the health care
center and student clubs, but also to ensure
the fees will never have to be raised again
in your career at Baruch. This is an increase
of simple necessity. It is important to
remember that this is only an increase of ten
dollars a semester. That is quite the bargain
considering all that you will gain.
Throughout our journey to collect the
signatures needed to put this referendum
on the ballot, we rarely encountered a
student who was against the fee increase,
once it was explained to them. I believe that
this sentiment will hold true, but we need
everybody to get out and vote. Please vote
yes for the student activity fee increase in the
Nov. 10-13 special online election. With your
help, we can make Baruch a better place.

The Obama-led Transformation of America
YOSHI TSURUMI
We are witnessing a historic revival and
the transformation of American democracy.
It is an Obama-led popular uprising against
the Bush-McCain Republican kleptocracy
– robbing the have-nots to benefit the
haves. Sen. Barack Obama, the Democratic
candidate for the U.S. presidency, has been
riding the rising grass roots waves to the White
House. Over 60 percent of voters, young and
old, are feeling empowered and ready to
repair the America that neo-conservative
Republicans have wrecked. They are
voluntarily using e-mail to spread Obama’s
messages and prevent Sen. John McCain,
the Republican presidential candidate,
from dispersing vicious smears against
Obama. Many traditional Republican voters,
including military families, are breaking
en mass for Obama. In September alone,
Obama raised an unprecedented sum of $150
million, mostly from grass roots including
632,000 new donors.. On November 4, these
grass root volunteers and organizers will turn
out voters. Obama’s landslide victory is in the
making.
On Sunday, Oct. 19, as Obama started
pulling away from McCain in the national
tracking polls, General Colin Powell, a well
respected Republican, former Secretary of
State and a decorated soldier-statesman,
publicly endorsed Obama. He called Obama
“a transformational leader” who is better
qualified than McCain to be the president
and commander-in-chief. The next president
will have to deal with the economic crisis at
home and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Powell effectively undercut McCain’s
desperate campaign to paint Obama as
“inexperienced” and “unstable” in military
matters and foreign affairs.
Prior to Powell’s endorsement, Obama
had already exposed McCain, through their
three head-to-head presidential debates,
McCain has steadfastly advocated staying
in Iraq until an undefined victory even after
President Bush and the Iraqi government
agreed on the withdrawal of American troops
by the end of 2011. For some time, American
voters had increasingly questioned McCain’s
endless use of his long years in Senate and
his experience as a Vietnam prisoner of war
as evidence of the character and judgment
required for the president to handle the crisis

at home and abroad. Powell’s endorsement
made Americans see that Obama, 34
years younger than McCain, possesses the
character, judgment, intelligence, bold vision
and compassion needed to guide the United
States and the world out of the mess which
President Bush and Sen. McCain pushed
America and the world into.
Powell debunked McCain’s vicious
whispering campaign to falsely accuse Obama
of being a Muslim and a terrorist. More
importantly, Powell reminded Americans
of what it means to be a patriotic American.
Replying to the McCain camp calling Obama
“a Muslim and terrorist sympathizer,” Powell
said, “Obama is a Christian, not a Muslim.
But what if he is?” This underscores America’s
religious tolerance – the important value of
American democracy, as he spoke movingly
of an American mother embracing her son’s
grave headstone at the Arlington Military
Cemetery. He was recently killed in Iraq. The
headstone had a Muslim Crescent and Star,
not a Christian Cross or a Jewish Star of David.
Powell’s heartfelt reasons for endorsing
Obama would finally nudge undecided but
tolerant Republicans and Independents to
vote for Obama.
Even before Powell’s rebuke of the McCain
camp, about 80 percent of Americans were
yearning for change after the Bush-McCain
policies. They had economically benefited
only less than three percent of American
households and had destroyed America’s
financial, social and economic fibers. This
year alone, the United States has lost about
800,000 jobs. The real unemployment rate that
is adjusted for involuntary part-timers is well
over 12 percent. There is no end in sight of the
worsening employment situation. College
graduates are desperately scrambling for
scarce jobs. Over 48 million Americans have
no medical insurance. A family member’s
serious illness would leave many families
destitute. Americans are rejecting McCain’s
solutions of leaving the health care to the
vagaries of market fundamentalism. They
would finally destroy the health care system
the same way they have destroyed financial
markets and ushered in a serious recession.
The real wages and salaries of the middle and
working classes have declined for five years
in a row. The sub- prime mortgage fiasco

that was created by “market-greed-is-thebest” dogma of the Bush-McCain policies
that have already bankrupted over 4 million
households nationwide. The precipitous falls
of the Wall Street Stock Dow have already
cut middle class and working Americans’
retirement funds by 50 percent. The fear over
losing economic and retirement security is
so pervasive that many American voters had
to overcome their racial prejudice to support
Obama for his concrete and comprehensive
plans to revive the United State’s economy
and America’s democratic leadership .
In 1932, the similarly fear-ridden
Americans abandoned the Republican
Party and voted in Democratic Franklin D.
Roosevelt to steer the United States out of the
deepening depression of the era. The “New
Deal” policies of the Roosevelt Administration
overhauled America’s political, economic,
social, judicial and educational systems and
won World War II. The New Deal innovations
pushed America into the “Golden Age” of the
post World War II era from 1946-73. Now, in
2008, Americans are awakening to embrace
Obama’s new “New Deal” and to restore their
democracy and American dream. McCain’s
response is to falsely accuse Obama of
advocating “socialism.” All that Obama has
proposed is to abolish Bush-McCain crony
capitalism and tax cuts to the wealthy and big
businesses. Instead, Obama will cut payroll
taxes for the middle and working classes and
carry out economic stimulus plans to create
“green” jobs and repair crumbling roads and
bridges. He will help local municipalities
improve their education systems and police
forces.
This time, “President Barack Obama,” an
African American, will help many Americans
overcome their deep-seated racial prejudice
and anti-intellectualism and regain their selfrespect to advance American democracy.
Once again, America will become a beacon of
democracy for the world. Internationally, the
Obama regime will reject the Bush-McCain
unilateralism and seek cooperative solutions
to global problems ranging from global
warming, alternative energy development
and trade to America’s national security
issues with North Korea, Iran, China, Russia
and the Middle East. Will Japan and other
nations be ready to respond?
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EDITORIAL

Getting the
most bang for
our buck
It seems anytime you turn on the
news these days, you can’t help but
hear about our troubled economy. The
economy is crumbling like a cookie before our very eyes. Long gone are the
days where the U.S. dollar could stand
toe-to-toe with the Euro or when we
could simply purchase something from
a store without having to second-guess
whether it was worth purchasing. From
food to clothes, MTA cards to tuition
costs, no one is safe from the economy’s
stranglehold on America. We know this
has become a nuisance for most people
with careers but what about us, the students, who barely have enough to make
ends meet.
Analysts are saying that we may be in
a recession, and some feel that the current situation could be compared to the
Great Depression. But what does this
mean for a Baruch student?
Those of us who choose to eat healthy
may no longer be able to afford those
$10 gourmet salads with the works for
lunch. Instead, we are practically left
with no choice but to eat fast food on a
consistent basis because it is lighter on
our pockets. Even more startling is the
reality that there are some who decide
not to skimp on an entire meal, and
fill up on potato chips, soda or coffee.
Making that decision one day is tough
to swallow, but doing it over the course
of a week or, a semester, is downright
alarming.
Don’t despair – there is hope yet. It
just takes a little extra effort on our part.
Preparing food from home such as salads and sandwiches can go a long way
in helping you become a more cost-efficient person during these tumultuous
times. But, what if you just don’t have
the time to prepare foods from home either? Well, instead of putting coins into
those vending machines perhaps you
could take a walk to a fruit cart nearby
and purchase some healthy snacks.
Rising food costs are just one of the
many challenges we are facing this semester. We also have to deal with the
MTA’s own economic problems as they
look to raise fares. However, for some
of us, there is an alternative to purchasing a Metrocard, and that is walking to
or from school. It would certainly take
more time, but some sacrifices need
to made if you are going to attempt to
save money during this tough period.
Health-wise, you will also be doing
yourself a favor.
As for the other expenses, that depends on our ability to be responsible
with the money we earn. Certainly, new
gadgets and the latest fashion trends
lead us to be compulsive spenders. However, given the state of our economy, it is
in our best interest to micromanage our
budgets and invest in what sets us apart
from most of the workforce: our college
education.
- William Battaglia,
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Business
Mitsui forum on financial crises
Stock market fun fact:

The highest price per share stock on the NYSE is Warren Buffet’s Berkshire
Hathaway (Class A). Class A shares sold for $125,000 as of Sept. 16.

BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

n An experts breaks
down the turmoil
in the markets
The Weissman Center for International Business continued
the practice of inviting top-notch
speakers to its Mitsui lunch-time
forum series. On Tuesday, Oct. 20,
Todd E. Petzel, Chief Investment
Officer of Petzel Capital Advisors
LLC, gave a detailed lecture on
“Navigating the Turmoil in Financial Markets.”
Utilizing a series of charts, Petzel
described the bull market of the 90s
as “one of the real phenomena’s of
our lifetime,” which later had a 40
percent correction. Petzel contrasted this percentage to the rise in the
stock market from 2002 to 2007
when there were many earnings
under prices.
Petzel used a series of credit
indicators such as U.S. high-yield
rates, three-month London Interbank Offer Rates and the TED
spread to explain the state of the
credit markets within the past
month. The TED spread illustrated
an explosion in the volatility of the
interest rate banks charge each
other on three-month loans. Threemonth LIBOR and the interest rate
on three-month U.S. Treasury bills,
has historically been under 50 basis points and managed to spike as
high as 400 basis points within the
past month. In reference to housing, Petzel noted that there were
major equality issues that may have
contributed to the housing crisis,
saying that from 2000 to 2007, hous-

CHRIS TANG I THE TICKER

Todd Petzel during the Mitsuit lunch-time forum
ing prices were going up 15 to 20
percent a year. Meanwhile, income
was only growing two to three percent in the same period. Perhaps
the most compelling graph displayed by Petzel illustrated the total
assets held by the Fed. The graph
showed the Fed balance sheet exploding to $1.9 trillion in just three
months. This compares to an average of $800 billion held at the Fed in
the preceding nine months.
He argued that shrinkage, flight
to quality and deleveraging are occurring across asset classes. He
also said that we are reestablishing
our equilibrium and this involves a
massive deleveraging and the recreation of confidence in the financial system. Petzel explained that

Treasury Inflation Protected Securities has fallen between eight and
10 percent in the last six weeks because in anticipation of the U.S. entering a deflationary environment.
He also mentioned the problem of
a declining velocity of money facing major central banks around the
world, which usually happens in
times of panic.
Acknowledging the complexity of this crisis, Petzel offered
two books that may provide some
historical reference. “The Panic
of 1907” by Robert F. Bruner and
Sean D. Carr, chronicles the lessons
learned from the crisis that led to
the creation of the Federal Reserve
System. The other recommended
reading was ‘The Great Contraction

BLOOMBERG

Total assets held at the fed from January 2007 to October 2008
Chapter’ in “The Monetary History
of the U.S.” by Milton Friedman and
Anna Swartz. The chapter discusses

the Fed’s missteps that led to the
Great Depressions.

Why this recession may be different
BY JONATHAN BATISTA AND
EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR AND BUSINESS EDITOR

In the last quarter of 2007, the
United States economy contracted,
and fell 0.2 percent. In the first two
quarters of this year, the economy
has grown by 0.9 percent and
2.8 percent respectively. These
numbers may appear to show
a weak but stable economy but
these measures were taken before
the credit crisis intensified. These
figures also coat underlying
indicators that show a struggling
economy. Gross domestic purchases
(GDP), a key measure of domestic
demand, fell for the second time
in the last three quarters and
businesses cut inventories by
62 billion dollars. These actions
negated 1.9 percentage points
from the economy’s growth. The
national unemployment rate has
also increased to a 7 year high of 6.1
percent, up from 4.53 in the third
quarter of 2007.
With all these statistics the
question on everyone’s mind seems
to be, why the economy has grown
in the first two quarters of the year.
All signs point to consumers, the
power that drives the United States
economy. In the second quarter
real consumer spending rose 1.5
percent, adding 1.1 percentage
points to the GDP while spending
on nondurable goods and services
rose by 4 percent and 1.1 percent
respectively. Supported by the

largest increase in disposable
personal income in six years, aided
by 80 billion dollars in tax-rebates
and stimulus checks, consumers
have been able to maintain their
spending habits. Unfortunately, a
significant amount of consumer
spending has been supported
by debt. Consumers have drawn
against home equity and credit
cards to finance their spending,
and according to a recent Christian
Science Monitor article, “American
households since 2006 have paid
out some $400 billion more than
they’ve earned,” but that was all
before our current credit crunch.
With stimulus checks fading and
the unavailability of credit, which
consumers depended on, most
economists now believe that the
economy is in a fragile and perilous
state. The Mortgage Lenders
Association
chief
economist,
Jay Brinkman said, “A recession
appears to be on the way, as
evidenced in rising unemployment,
contracting manufacturing activity
and declining inflation-adjusted
consumption spending.” Paul
Krugman, the 2008 Nobel Prize
winner for economics also believes
that the United States is tumbling
into a “nasty recession’’ with “a lot
of suffering’’ to come.
Prominent investors such as
Warren Buffet believe that we are
entering a period of contraction
stating, “this is not a field of
specialty for me, but my general
feeling is that the recession will

BEA.GOV

Note: GDP growth is measured at seasonally adjusted rates.
be longer and deeper than most
people think.” He added, “This
will not be short and shallow.” Last
week, recession fears drove oil
prices below $67 a barrel (down
55 percent from record highs) and
losses in the stock market have
also been accelerated by nervous
investors
anticipating
grim
company outlooks and decreased
earnings, showing the dangerous

waters that we are heading into.
The housing crisis, which was a
key impetus for the economic crisis
may actually be more modest in the
United States than crises that have
occurred in other countries such
as New Zealand, Spain, Canada
and the United Kingdom, where
housing prices have declined
significantly. This has prompted
economists to believe that a bigger

issue will arise, a global recession.
Last Friday, Britain’s Office for
National Statistics announced that
Britain’s economic output declined
by 0.5 percent last quarter. It was the
first time since 1992 that Britain’s
economy had contracted, hinting
an upcoming recession.
Edward Lazear, Chairman of the
SEE RECESSION PAGE 11
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Credit crunch trickles down

CRISES GLOSSARY
OF THE WEEK
The credit crises has shed
light on a number of business
terminology that students
were seldom exposed to in the
past. We thought it might be
helpful to compose a weekly
guide that explains some of the
words that have often been
utilized in describing the effects of the credit crisis.
Commercial paper
Short-term loans, issued
primarily by corporations, to
finance their daily needs, such
as making payroll. Historically, a lower-cost alternative to
bank loans.
Credit Default Swaps
A form of insurance that
promises payment to investors in mortgage securities and
other bonds if the borrower
defaults. The market, estimated at more than $62 trillion, is
unregulated, prone to sloppy
documentation and has no
central clearinghouse.

ILLUSTRATED BY EDWARS DRAKHLIS I THE TICKER

BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

Investors continue to keep a
watchful eye on the credit markets
as it shows signs of easing. Making
sense of the link between interbank lending and its affect on
consumers may be difficult, but it’s
important to understand the key
players behind the credit crisis.
Key Investors

Some of the main recipients
of capital are key investors such
as the $2 billion hedge fund
industry, pension funds, private
equity funds, sovereign wealth
funds, countries and banks. Under
normal market credit conditions,
these entities lend money among
themselves and, more importantly,
to corporations on both long and
short-term bases. This system is
guided by the simple principle that
global capital in agnostic and flows
to areas that indicate the highest

rate of return.
Banks
Under normal conditions, interbank loans were considered safe
because it was hard to imagine
the implications of a major bank’s
failure. Banks lend money to
each other at very low short-term
rates, but as the value of mortgage
backed securities held by banks
start to decrease banks started to
hold on to their capital to protect
themselves against possible loses
that stem from new write downs.

Also, banks simply don’t trust that
other banks are be able to pay them
back. On occasions that banks
decided to lend other banks money,
they charge extremely high interest
rates. LIBOR, the most widely used
benchmark for short-term interest
rates and the rate at which banks
can borrow funds, shot up as high
as 4.82 percent at the zenith of the
credit crunch. When banks started
to pay higher rates for short term
loans, it filtered down to both
SEE CREDIT PAGE 11

Naked Shorting
The illegal practice of short
selling shares that have not
been affirmatively determined
to exist. Ordinarily, traders
must borrow a stock, or determine that it can be borrowed,
before they sell it short. But
due to various loopholes in
the rules and discrepancies
between paper and electronic
trading systems, naked shorting continues to happen.
Write-down
An accounting step a company makes when an asset or
class of assets it holds falls in
value. The decline in value is
reflected in a reduction on the
asset side of a company’s balance sheet.
-Emmanuel Onyenyili
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Making a ‘major’ business decision
ECONOMICS

n Your guide to a
major in economics
BY JONATHAN BATISTA
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR

Students who choose to pursue economics as their major are
choosing to enter a field with a
huge occupational outlook. They
will study different economic models on micro and macro levels. Economic majors fuse knowledge obtained through studies of economic
principles with finance, real estate,
insurance, government agencies
and other sectors of the business
world. Students studying economics must have above average abilities to analyze and use quantitative
skills to properly define and show
the impact of issues such as unemployment, monopoly, inflation and
economic growth on people, business and government.
The study of economics also
develops these quantitative and
analytical skills. Much of the course
material in economics is based on
theory and policy. Economics majors will discover the foundation of
business, supply and demand and
how limited resources matched
with unlimited wants affect these
principles. A degree in economics can be extremely rewarding
because of the skill set necessary
to successfully complete the program’s requirements. Top firms
recognize dedicated students that
not only have knowledge in finance
and investments, but also posses a
strong understanding of economic

Required Courses:
Intermediate Microeconomics
Intermediate Macroeconomics
Statistical Analysis for Economics
and Finance
Some interesting courses
available in Economics:
Monetary Economics
Contemporary Economic Thought
Economics Problems in Linear Regression
Current Problems in Finance
Careers in Economics:
A vast majority of economics
majors pursue a graduate degree
in economics immediately after
graduation. This often paves the
way to a career in academia. Those
who choose to enter the business
world with economics degrees find
that exclusive firms are only hiring talented students. However,
many possibilities exist in financial
services and government sectors.
Some careers include:
Professor of Economics, Economist, Financial Analyst, Securities
Analyst, Consultant, Investment
Banker, Foreign Trade Analyst, Retail Buyer, Tax Auditor, Financial
Planner, Commodities Broker, Research Associate, Sales representative.
Resources Available:
The CDC has an incredible array
of resources such as literature organized by major, career counselors
and a new website. Here are some
websites that can help you during
your research process for the right
major:nycareerzone.org, stats.bls.
gov/oco, inomics.com, ncee.com
and vault.com.

Interview with Professor Michael Carew
Success in any major will depend on first, the dedication of the
student and second, the allocation
of tangible skills. Professor Michael
Carew of the department of economics and finance has expressed
his feeling that students planning
on majoring in economics should
have strong quantitative skills because of the intensive application
of mathematics in economic principles. Furthermore, he stated how
grasping knowledge of different
fields will benefit students when
learning about macro level economics. When asked what types
of careers student with economics degrees can expect to apply for,
Carew articulated that economic
principles provide the basis for further education. Along with pursuing a graduate degree in economics,
some possibilities exist in industries such as the government, the
private sector and private consulting firms. The ever-changing global
economic situation has had an effect on everyone including professors and their lesson plans. Carew
believes that the current economic
situation has provided an opportunity to show how markets operate and how to help his students
understand economic reality. Students often fail to see the difference
between majoring in economics
and majoring in finance, but Carew
advises students that finance is the
application of economic principles
and economics guide decisionmaking in finance.

I/O PSYCH

Interview with Professor
Scherbaum:
Professor Scherbaum, board
member of the local Association of
I/O Psychologists, says, “I/O psychology, in terms of psychology as
a whole, is a pretty small area, but
they’re also heavily employable
because they have so many skills.”
Scherbaum teaches undergraduate and graduate level courses at
Baruch College and regularly conducts research on employment
discrimination among other topics.
“The advantage of having a degree
in psychology is it really gives you
some insight into human behavior,”
he added. Baruch graduates with a
background in psychology are well
prepared to take on supervisory
positions. “What I really want students to get out of this is the idea
that you are going to be using this
stuff someday,” Scherbaum said. “It
teaches people how to think. If you
can’t understand how you interact
in the world, how are you going to
understand how others interact in
the world?”

CAREER CORNER

TOP 5 TIPS TO JOB SEARCHING
BY SUSANA GOMEZ

workshops on campus that
are related to finance.
Network, network, network

STARR CDC CORRESPONDENT

•

Given the slowdown in the
economy and the current job
market, the Starr Career Development Center has been
conducting workshops that offer tools and suggestions about
how to use alternative methods
to land a job in finance. We will
provide you with a survival kit
that will help you learn how to
deal with the stress and think
outside the box. Here is what you
can expect:

Come explore other upcoming workshops and events to assist you as you strategize:

•

•

•

•

Expand your job search to
include companies and industries beyond Wall Street.
Consider government jobs
and finance positions in
other industries such as
consumer products, pharmaceutical and retail management to continue developing your professional
experience.
Explore new and growing
sectors which came about
due to the financial crisis
including risk management,
compliance, and regulatory
functions. Also consider
sectors such as alternative
energy, health care, and
homeland security.
Keep a positive attitude.
Seek support from friends,
family, and the Starr Career
Development Center.
Keep up with developments
in the financial market by
reading The Wall Street
Journal, Financial Times
and The New York Times
Business Section. Attend

Getting Started in Finance - Finance Job Search Strategies for
a Down Market
Thursday, Oct. 30
12:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
NVC 2-190
Preparing Your Personal Pitch
Monday, Nov. 3
2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
NVC 2-190
4th Annual Careers on Wall
Street Panel
Thursday, Nov. 6
12:30 p.m. – 2 p.m.
NVC 14-220
Managing Stress During the Job
Search
Tuesday, Nov. 11
3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
NVC 2-190
Diversity Job and Internship
Fair
Friday, Nov. 14
12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Vertical Campus Gymnasium
SEO Presentation
Tuesday, Nov. 18
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
NVC 14-240
Getting Started in Finance - Finance job strategies for a down
market
Thursday, October 30, 2008
12:30 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.
NVC 2-190

n The opportunities available to I/O
psychology majors
may surprise you
BY ALICE FONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Industrial and organizational
psychology is the study of human
behavior at work and in organizations. I/O psychologists may work
at independent firms or in large
companies in the management,
marketing or human resources
department. They provide services
that enhance the quality of life for
employees at work. Many companies who are now realizing that
employee satisfaction increases
profitability are employing I/O
psychologists to implement training programs and measure job
performance. The demand for I/O
psychologists is increasing as teamwork becomes integral to businesses. I/O psychology students study
personality, cognition, research
and experimentation through the
use of statistics and data analysis.
I/O psychologists are curious, communicate well with others, make
thoughtful decisions, know how to
reason and think critically.

The Career Path from the Major to the Job:
Baruch’s Zicklin School of Business offers an undergraduate I/O
psychology major. Students holding bachelor’s degrees in I/O psychology work as specialists in labor
relations and human resources or
as occupational analysts. Working in the field of I/O psychology
generally requires a doctorate or
master’s degree. Students holding
master’s degrees in I/O psychology
work in advertising and marketing
where psychological principles are
used with clients to increase brand
awareness. In order to be considered a professional psychologist,
a student must attend graduate
school and obtain a Ph.D. Baruch
College offers one of the few I/O
psychology Ph.D. programs that
exist in the United States. The degree emphasizes the development
of basic applied research and analytical skills. I/O psychologists who
work in research departments have
a favorable employment outlook
with an unemployment rate that
is less than 1 percent. In addition,
34 percent of I/O psychologists
work at colleges and universities
as researchers and professors, 31
percent work as consultants to organizations and 23 percent work at
private or public organizations.

Required Courses:
General Psychology
Statistics for Social Science
Industrial and Organizational Psychology
Evolution of Modern Psychology
Experimental Psychology
Further Resources
Professors are a wonderful resource. Choose courses that are tailored to your interests and will provide you with a wide range of skills
to help you in the future. Use the
Starr Career Development Center’s
website, baruch.cuny.edu/careers,
and library.

THERE’S NO
BUSINESS LIKE
SHOW BUSINESS!
WRITE FOR BUSINESS!
BIZ@THETICKER.ORG
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Key players in
U.S. credit crisis
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9
personal and business banking
consumers.
Corporations
Corporations depend on shortterm loans for their day-to-day
operations and salaries. If corporations are unable to borrow money
for operating expenses, the workforce may start to shrink.
Short term loans from banks
become especially important as alternative markets such as the commercial paper markets, where companies depend on to raise short
term capital have also seized up.
Commercial paper is a short-term
debt instrument issued by a corporation, typically for the financing
of accounts receivable, inventories
and meeting short-term liabilities.
Even highly rated companies are
unable to sell their paper in the
market.
Corporate bonds, which corporations depend on to raise capital
have also been severely affected as
companies as cash strapped investors such as hedge funds dispose
of corporate bonds. As a result, the
values of corporate bonds have decreased and their yields have been
pushed up.
To illustrate the effects of the
growing cost of financing for corporations, consider that in late
September, Caterpillar Financial
Services, a unit of Caterpillar Inc
sold $1.3 billion notes in two parts
at the height of the credit crunch.
Caterpillar sold $750 million five-

year notes with a risk premium
comparable to Treasury bonds,
of 320 basis points and $550 million of 10-year debt at 325bps over
Treasuries. That equated yields of
more than six and seven percent,
respectively.
Compare this to an earlier issuance by Caterpillar in August
before the credit crisis where paid
just 175bps over Treasuries to raise
$300m of five year notes. This increased cost of financing, coupled
with what Caterpillar called “recessionary conditions” in some of
its markets resulted in Caterpillar
laying off an unspecified number of
contract workers in Sanford, North
Carolina and Illinois.
Small Businesses
Small businesses are unable to
obtain loans that will enable them
to expand, which may cause layoffs
and even bankruptcies. Small business rest heavily on the availability
of bank credit in order to function.
A National Small Business Association survey revealed that 67 percent
of business owners reported being
affected by the credit crunch in
Aug.
You
Consumers depend on banks for
student loans, home loans, credit
cards and auto loans. If banks feel
uneasy when extending credit to
other banks, they will be even more
uneasy when extending credit to
consumers.

U.S. braces for
a recession

ECONBROWSER.COM

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8
White House Council of Economic
Advisers said, “We are seeing what
I
think
anyone
would
characterize as a recession in
certain parts of the country.” What
makes a prospective U.S. recession
frightening is that it may be
fundamentally different from the
two previous recessions. While the
last recession was mild, its main
victims were the stock market and
corporations.
Consumer spending remained
relatively strong and consumers
proved to be resilient. In our
current crisis, the lenders that
created and aided in “no money
down” lending products have
dissipated causing asset prices to
fall rapidly. As a result, consumers
have little choice but to cut back
on spending. In the last recession,
consumer debt in the form of

mortgage
equity
withdrawals
aided consumer spending, but
house prices were also rising. Even
though consumers borrowed more
money, rising house prices kept
their debt to house value ratio
equal. In our current economy,
falling house prices are straining
consumers because they no longer
have mortgage equity available.
Small business, a major force
in the United States economy has
undoubtedly felt the effects of this
economic downturn. “Business
has slowed without a doubt,
it’s been a tough year” said an
anonymous local hair salon owner
near campus. The credit crunch
is affecting the ability of small
businesses to expand, affecting
production rates. The decline in
industrial production throughout
the economy is yet another key
indication of a potential recession.
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The break down of USG committees
BY JHANEEL LOCKHART
STAFF WRITER

The Undergraduate Student
Government describes itself as “the
official representative organization
of both the day and evening
undergraduate students” of Baruch
College. Since this task can be
rather daunting, members of USG
make their responsibilities more
manageable by working through 32
committees that each have different
purposes.
Aissata Camara, USG’s newly
elected vice president of academic
affairs, is working to organize each
committee in her department
and to create a system in which
information flows easily and quickly
from one committee to another.
The presidential committees,
special teams created by Baruch’s
President, Kathleen Waldron, to
deal with a specific problem, may
be the easiest to handle.
The facilities committee, for example, was formed to draft and implement the Baruch Master Plan,
which focuses on renovating the 17
Lexington building and to handle
any issues relating to the physical campus. Recently, their focus
has been on taking care of unclean
bathrooms, as well as fixing broken
escalators.
In addition, they are currently
dealing with a number of terraces
on the 6th, 13th and 14th floors that
are not being used. Their plan is to
convert them into student spaces
or to use them to house gardens or
solar panels, as part of their mission to make the college more environmentally friendly.
The student affairs committee,
another presidential committee, is

responsible for getting funds and
fixing problems related to student
services and satisfaction on campus. It is the job of the students on
the committee to understand and
communicate the needs of the student body to appropriate leaders.
According to Camara, these
committees tend to be more organized and productive, as they are
“directly under the president’s eye.”
“[They] have a lot of weight because they affect other people as
well,” she said, referring to the fact
that some (the finance advisory
committee and the productivity
facilities committee, for example)
deal with everyone: administration, faculty and students. “They
affect different people at different
levels,” Camara explained.
Like all other committees, the
presidential committees consist of
both faculty and students in order
to represent a wide variety of interests and to get different perspectives as well.
In addition to these ad hoc committees, there are collegiate committees and school committees.
The collegiate committees are those
that affect the school as a whole.
The general faculty committee, for
example, which consists of about
eight student members selected
by USG, advises and consults with
the president on matters of collegewise impact.
Also extremely important is the
board of directors, which focuses
on legal and financial issues that affect the entire student body. Since
this committee plays such an essential role, the students who sit on
the committee are elected directly
by the general student body, as opposed to being handpicked by the

USG officials. Currently, there are
four undergraduate students on the
B.O.D., including Rezwana Hoque,
president of USG.
As the name suggests, a school
committee is one that focuses on
the needs of each individual school
at Baruch including the Zicklin
School of Business, the Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences and the
School of Public Affairs. Each one
has about five committees that are
specific to their respective school’s
needs.
Kamellia Saroop, a member of
the Zicklin undergraduate academic standing committee, explained
the ways in which the committee
affects the students of the business
school.
According to Saroop, the committee “mainly deals with [issues
concerning] transfer credits, program requirements and grades”
that have to do with Zicklin students. This year, the committee
plans to achieve its objectives by
“working with the student body
and having an open space where
students can come visit the academic affairs branch.”
Each of the other schools also
has an academic standing committee, as well as a curriculum committee that reviews and evaluates all its
academic programs and courses, as
well as their individual admission
and graduation requirements.
Ideally, every committee meets
once a month to discuss current issues and to share their objectives
and other relative information with
their peers on other committees.
According to Camara, organization is key; it benefits both the
members of these committees and
the general Baruch community.
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Aissata Camara is focusing on improving presidential committees this year.
“When the committees are organized and working really great,”
she explained, “the members learn
so much from the different viewpoints and are able to function so
much better.”
However, since the school year
has only recently begun, and the
members of these committees often change, USG is struggling to
get things going. Camara explained
that the source of the problem was
the fact that things are so “scattered

Baruch’s got the Best Buddies
BY SABRINA SMITH
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch is filled with opportunities for student involvement
through extracurricular activities.
From sororities and fraternities to
cultural-based groups, there are
more than 120 clubs and organizations in which students can join
to improve their leadership skills,
learn a new skill or just have a good
time on campus. But there is one
particular organization which calls
for students to be more than just a
member but also a best friend to
somebody in need.
Best Buddies is a non-profit organization that aims to enhance the
lives of mentally disabled individuals. According to the organization’s
website, Bestbuddies.org, people
who have an mental disability are
often excluded from society. Best
Buddies will positively affect more
than 350,000 individuals this year
alone.
It all started back in 1989, when
Anthony Kennedy Shriver, famously known as John F. Kennedy’s nephew, founded and created
the organization at Georgetown
University. Shriver and his college
peers came together to form a unit
of people establishing one-on-one
friendships with both the mentally
disabled and themselves.
Now, the organization is international, with establishments in
the U.S., Canada, Australia and other countries, in an effort to provide
friendship and employment opportunities to those individuals.
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Students buddy up with a mentally disabled partner to form lifelong friendships.
Best Buddies has expanded and
divided into chapters across middle
schools, high schools and college
campuses, making its way to our
very own Baruch College.
Karen Rodriguez is the college
buddy director at Baruch, delegating officers, emphasizing buddy
friendships and attending chapter
events outside of school.
“As a freshman I wanted to get
involved but at the same time find
something that was meaningful to
be a part of,” said Rodriguez. “I really enjoyed participating, so I de-

cided to stick around.”
The club consists of a small, yet
interactive, group of individuals
who go out of their way to spend
time with those who have mental
disabilities.
Linda Wu is the club’s treasurer
who advises the budget for the
group. Matthew Tesero is the membership coordinator who comes up
with different ideas for events that
will get more people involved with
the organization. The club’s historian, David Victoriano, takes pictures
of everyday activities and events to

produce a scrap-book used for reference.
Chshone Bailey acts as buddy
director as well as a “buddy” (mentor) and spends the majority of his
time interacting and communicating with the mentally disabled.
The members attend meetings and keep up with upcoming
events while continuing to learn
more about the organization and
how to improve their involvement.
There are standards and basics for
communication that have to be followed and they work hard to keep
up with the criteria.
“This was something that I was
compelled to do because it is not
everyday that you see a group of
people that help do such a wonderful thing,” said Victoriano, who, after searching the walls of club and
school activities boards, saw Best
Buddies as a perfect fit for her.
“I have seen a great change in
his character,” said Tesero, referring to the individual that he mentors. “I am really happy that I have
joined this club. It has been one of
the best decisions that I have made
at Baruch.”
Baily said that he enjoys being
able to “meet new people and help
them at the same time.” we have
fun hanging out in school or going
outside for dinner or a day at the
park, it’s great,” he said.
Involvement in Best Buddies has
even influenced some members to
consider a future with the organization. “I plan on staying with the
club for the rest of my Baruch career,” Victoriano said.

around.”
According to her, both the students and the administration are to
blame.
“The administration is not giving the information to the students,
and the students don’t push hard
enough. It’s a lack of commitment,”
she added.
As a result, she said some of the
new members “are becoming impatient. They are dedicated leaders
who want to get to work.”

THE PROUSTIAN PROBE
BY REBECCA FORBES
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In the
late
19th
century,
F re n c h
writer Marcel Proust
popularized
the
DENISE PATRICK
pastime
Communications
professor
of answering several
questions that were meant to
reveal the preferences of the
person.
This issue’s interviewee is
Professor Denise Patrick of
the communications studies
department.
What is your current state of
mind? Positive.
Who are your favorite authors? Terry McMillan, Larry
Julian, Stephen Covey.
What is your most obvious
characteristic? My smile and
my high energy.
What is your motto?
“Always reach back, teach one
and lift someone up.”
What is your favorite sound?
Soothing saxophone/piano,
although lately quiet.
What is your favorite word?
“Holla!”
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Recent findings suggest:
Pregnancy contributes to the rotting of teeth because of changes in hormones,
reduction of antimicrobial saliva and increased cravings for sweet foods.

Missiles from outer space
BY ALEX KUSHNEROV
STAFF WRITER

Congress recently approved
$5 million for the exploration of a
“space-based missile defense” as
part of the 2009 Defense Appropriations Bill on Sept. 30, with the
hope of finding an effective method
to protect America’s satellites.
Currently, the U.S. missile defenses are handled by the Strategic
Defense Initiative Organization,
which has limited capabilities of
stopping missiles from hitting major American cities.
The SDIO was initially made
public by President Ronald Reagan
during his 1983 speech dubbed
“star wars” because it seemed to insinuate that the cold war would be
moving into “weaponizing space.”
The organization’s main goal
was to stop potentially inbound
Soviet intercontinental ballistic
missiles or ICBMs, which were an
extremely powerful and accurate
version of the atomic bomb that
could be launched from anywhere
on the planet.
The SDIO experimented with
everything from lasers to hypervelocity rail guns, but due to technological constraints and the absence
of powerful computers during the
1980s, they settled for “Extended
Range Interceptor,” missiles that
would be launched from Earth to
intercept and destroy the incoming
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The threat of attacks on U.S. satellites has spurred space-based defense research.
Soviet ICBMs. The extended range
interceptors would also prove to be
the most easily constructed and accurate missile defense system.
Not much has changed in missile defense tactics since 1983 except for the improvement of the

interceptor missile and its homing
system.
This recent congressional announcement to fund the improvement of our missile shield may be
due in part to recent actions by the
Chinese government.

In 2007, the Chinese government destroyed one of its weather
satellites with a newly developed
missile system.
Most of America’s military networks, GPS missile guidance systems and army logistics depend
entirely on satellites. If the Chinese
government were to cripple our
satellites, they would not only cripple the American military but also
make our missile defense shield
obsolete, due to the dependence
on GPS satellites.
Military analysts never saw this
vulnerability as one that could be
taken advantage of, until the recent
Chinese advancement on missile
systems.
Developing a potential “spacebased defense” would eliminate
both the threat to American satellites and to America itself with an all
inclusive system that would destroy
any incoming missile. According to
The Independent Working Group,
a pro-space-based missile defense
panel, a space-based program can
be efficiently developed and tested
at a maximum cost of $5 billion.
Some critics argue that “weaponizing space” would instigate
a space war with the Chinese or
even the Russians, but the fact still
stands that there is a major flaw in
our defense network that needs to
be remedied in order to guarantee
the general welfare and protection
of the United States.

Boys, beware of breast cancer

M
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On his 19th wedding anniversary, Mike Partain, 40, received an
unexpected gift from his doctor.
“I was dumbfounded,” said
Partain, an insurance worker from
State Farm, upon hearing he tested
positive for breast cancer.
Like many men, Partain’s immediate reaction was, “Where did
this come from?”
“Everyone with cancer wants
to know why they got it,” said Bob
Riter, associate director of the Cancer Resource Center of the Finger
Lakes in Ithaca, NY. “But the cause
usually isn’t known for breast cancer in either women or men.”
Partain believes he contracted
the disease while in his mother’s
womb when she drank tainted water at a military base nearly 41 years
ago. Riter, 52, now a breast cancer
survivor, joined the cancer research
center after his diagnosis. No one
in his family — either male or female — has had the disease.
Men who are diagnosed
with breast cancer are
roughly one percent of
the population. The
American Cancer
Society predicts
that approximately 2,000
men in the
U.S. will

breast cancer are the same as those
for women, but unlike
their female counterparts, men with
the disease often
face misdiagnosis, stigma

EM

BY DENNIS MARTIN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

be diagnosed
with the disease in
2008 and 450 will die.
Treatments for male

and a lack of support
from the medical community.
Back in 2000, Partain’s doctor
told him he had nothing to worry
about for his shoulder pain and

fatigue. Four years later, suffering
from the same symptoms, he
consulted another physician
and again was told not to
worry.
“Their conclusion was
that I was getting older,”
said Partain. “In reality, I
was dying and they were
looking in the wrong
places and for the wrong
things.” Partain’s breast
cancer diagnosis was finally confirmed in April
of last year.
“I found a lump when
I was taking a shower,”
said Reverend Tom Brown,
61. Diagnosed in 2004, the
pastor of the Ivey Memorial
Methodist Church in Virginia
inherited the BRAC 1 mutation
gene from his mother, who had
succumbed to breast disease years
earlier. Brown had 14 lymph nodes
removed, one cancerous.
At his breast cancer support
group, Brown is the only male.
“There are 25 women and me,” he
said.
Partain, Riter and Brown each
had mastectomies. Partain remembers the time when he was contemplating reconstructive surgery. The
nurse had examples of prosthetic
female breasts laid out on her desk.
“There was an awkward silence as
she tried to broach the subject,”
said Partain. “You could almost
hear her say in her mind, ‘What in
the hell do I tell this guy?’”
But on the flip side, breast
cancer can be partial to men.
“The loss of hair is much
more devastating for women,”
said Brown, referring to a common
side effect brought on by chemotherapy.

Riter points out that scars from
mastectomies can be less conspicuous in men. “I could walk down the
street without my shirt and most
people would never notice,” he
said. “The scar is hidden by hair.”
Research for MBC is scarce
since funding for the disease is often neglected in favor of female
breast cancer research. Nancy Nick
believes physicians’ lack of knowledge regarding MBC was the cause
of her fathers death.
“How do these organizations
receive plentiful funding when
their information is only half correct?” asks Nick, whose father John
Nick, 58, died from the disease
when chemotherapy and the drug
Tamoxifen proved fruitless. After
repeatedly being misdiagnosed,
the elder Nick’s cancer had spread
to his bones.
In honor of her father, Nick created the John W. Nick Foundation,
the only organization of its kind
dedicated to male breast cancer
awareness.
On her company’s website, malebreastcancer.org, the ubiquitous
pink ribbon is shaded partially blue
as a reminder that men are victims
too.
“The reality of male breast cancer hit the Nick family over 20 years
ago. It was the lack of knowledge
about it that ended up killing my
father,” said Nick.
Partain, who is now cancer free,
is grateful of another “gift” he received prior to his doctor’s diagnosis — only this time, it was from his
wife.
“Margaret gave me a hug and
discovered the lump above my right
nipple,” he said. “She saved my life.
It was the greatest gift a wife could
ever give her husband.”

The next
miracle
composite
BY YAN DAVYDOV
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

“Buckypaper,” the strangely
named rising star of the engineering and manufacturing world,
could very well be the biggest
breakthrough of the century.
When sheets of buckypaper are
stacked and compressed to form a
carbon composite, they weigh an
impressive 10 times lighter than
steel and have the potential to be
500 times stronger.
The miracle material of buckypaper is currently being researched
by Ben Wang, a professor and researcher of industrial engineering
at Florida State University’s College
of Engineering in Tallahassee, Fla.,
and funded by both the American
military and Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control, a global security company.
The material is made, from what
is known scientifically, as buckminsterfullerene, which is an all-carbon
molecule much like a diamond.
The superior strength of buckypaper actually comes from the
uniqueness of buckminsterfullerene in its simplest form, a carbon
molecule. The molecules are quite
large and have an architecturally
convenient surface area, which
makes them excellent building
blocks that become stronger and
stronger as more are compiled.
When
buckminsterfullerene
molecules are compounded, they
form carbon nanotubes, which are
cylinders that are one-fifty-thousandth the width of a human hair,
and looks much like a Chinese finger trap.
When vast amounts of these
nanotubes are made to bond, the
result is a single sheet of buckypaper. Currently, buckypaper is produced one sheet at a time.
But being stronger and weighing
less than steel is not the least of its
amazing capabilities — buckypaper
also conducts electricity and disperses heat. All of these properties
combined make it a better alternative to other carbon composites
and quite a promising material for
manufacturing and engineering.
The hope is that buckypaper
composites will be used to make
automobiles, aircraft, body armor,
television screens, computers, everyday appliances and just about
anything else stronger, lighter and
overall superior.
Although the U.S. military will
be the first to reap the benefits of
buckypaper, as they are the major
supporters of the project with the
Army Research Lab granting a $2.5
million award and the Air Force Office of Scientific Research awarding
$1.2 million, the technology will
trickle down into consumer goods
soon after.
However, while there is significant research and development in
buckypaper, the fact of the matter
remains that it is expensive to produce a sheet of pure buckypaper.
Researchers working with buckypaper are trying to make production more affordable and realistic
on a large scale, possibly in the very
near future, to fully realize the potential that the composite offers.
If there comes a time when buckypaper could be produced in large
enough amounts and at a relatively
cost-efficient price, the increase in
the superiority of manufactured
goods would be exponential.
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An intellectual evening of Prose
BY DIANA CABRAL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Francine Prose, the current Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence,
treated the Baruch community to a
special evening on Tuesday, Oct. 21
with a reading and conversation.
Professor Roslyn Bernstein, director of the Sidney Harman Writer-in-Residence Program, began
the evening and noted, “this is the
first event of the second decade of
the Harman program.” The 10th anniversary of the Harman program
was celebrated just last spring
with a reunion gala of
former Harman writers and students, who
gathered to commemorate the first 10 years
and look forward to the
next 10. Bernstein ended
her remarks by sharing an
anonymous Harman student’s comments about
spring ’08 Harman writer
Charles Simic, saying “He
drops coins of gold.”
Bernstein was followed
by Dean Peck whose brief
remarks showed his delight
with a school that “focuses
time and energy on a writer-in-residence program to
study with prominent writers.”
He ended by calling the Harman
Program “the jewel in the crown of
Baruch.”
Professor John Brenkman of the
English department introduced.
Prose. He called her among other

things a novelist, critic and literary
theorist. Brenkman said her writing
“joins a prodigious lineage,” placing her among such literary lions as
Hawthorne, Flaubert, Nabakov and
Kundra. He then proceeded to read
the opening passage of her highly praised novel “Goldengrove.”
Brenkman ended his introduction
by saying that Prose’s writing has
“a beauty and lucidity [that] has
learned a great deal from reading
like a writer,” which was a play on
the name of her celebrated book
“Reading Like a Writer: A Guide for
People Who Love
Books and for
those Who Want
to Write Them.”
Then it was
on to the writer
herself, who told
the audience
that she would
not be reading
from “Goldengrove,” as
originally
planned,
because
a
five-week
book tour
composed
of 30 to 40
NOBLE.COM r e a d i n g s
BARNESAND
had “taken
the fun out of it.” Instead, she
read “Hansel and Gretel,” a story
from her collection “The Peaceable Kingdom: Stories” published
in 1998. A Kirkus Review of the
collection said, “Prose’s delight in

exposing the deadly sins that lurk
beneath the surface of suburban
ennui reaches its memorable peak.
Prose, a master at maintaining a
sense of the homogenized texture
of American life while celebrating
each individual’s peculiar experience within it, works these tales of
infidelity, envy, fear and gardenvariety confusion into a bright and
memorable melody.”
Baruch students had a variety
of questions for Prose, asking such
things as “Are there still timeless
words and stories?” She replied that
the words of Chaucer and Shakespeare, though we do not speak in
Old English or Elizabethan, are still
timeless. Another student wanted
to know if she always knew she
wanted to be a writer. Prose confided that she “really can’t do anything else” and does not even know
how to drive. She went on to say
that she tried unsuccessfully to be a
filing clerk at an office. She loved to
read as a child and had an aunt who
read “Little Women” to her and a
father who read Charles Dickens.
She would even write ghost stories
for the kids she would baby-sit. Another student wanted to know when
she writes. She answered by saying
that her best time is the morning
because when her children were
young she would begin to write
when the school bus arrived and
finish when it came back in the
afternoon. She has, she said with
a laugh, “a Pavlovian thing about
yellow.” In response to a question
about the writer’s life, Prose said

BLUEFLOWERARTS.COM

Francine Prose is the fall semester’s Harman Writer-in-Residence.
she admires those writers who
have a full-time job and write, noting that when she began in 1973
with her first advance of $1,000,
she lived on that for six months. “It
was a different time then,” she said.

Finally, she was asked if she ever
knows the ending of her novels. To
this she replied “no” adding that
“Goldengrove” went through 130
drafts. “This is my 15th novel you’d
think I would know by now.”

Opie tackles identity through art
BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

A figure is seated with hands
folded on her lap, facing the viewer
as in any traditional portrait of the
Northern Renaissance. Behind her
is an ornate brocaded tapestry haphazardly draped in order to create
a uniform background. Yet, it is
unlike a Hans Holbein or Jan van
Eyck. The figure is topless, with one
nipple pierced, her face obscured
by an S&M-like leather mask, her
tattooed arms are painstakingly
stuck with rows of pins and, last but
not least, the word “pervert” etched
in blood adorns her chest almost
gracefully. This is Catherine Opie’s
“Self-Portrait/Pervert”
(1994),
which hangs in the Guggenheim
for her current retrospective.
Just one floor below, there are
black and white photographs of the
American landscape, more specifically California freeways and
cityscapes, with a sharp focus on
strip malls. Upstairs, there is a series of expansive photographs of
surfers together on a wide, open sea
and a series of images focusing on

One example of Opie’s “Freeways“ series.

tographs serve to critique Bush, or rather visual attacks, were
icehouses amid a stark, cold
Southern California cul- plentiful and much appreciated,
landscape. From portraits
ture. Like Robert Moses’ but perhaps a bit too obvious as a
of the LGBT community
hand in New York City, target. Yet, it was the visual repreto clichéd American landthese highways can both sentations of events right off the
scapes to surfers, Catherine
create and destroy cities pages of the newspaper that struck
Opie’s work raises difficult
and neighborhoods. The a chord. From Terry Shiavo to Judge
questions of identity. Opie’s
area’s identity lays in the el- Roberts to a Monica Lewinsky muwork forces the viewer to reemental foundation of the ral, Opie addressed these issues in
evaluate our traditional nophysical linking of it to oth- a new and unique way, one that
tions of nearly everything.
er regions and within itself. both entertained and challenged
Opie’s early artwork, the
Even further perhaps, the the viewer intellectually — if noth“Being and Having” series
freeway images emphasize ing else, at least in terms of remem(1991), her self-portraits
the country’s dependence brance of the events themselves.
and portraits of other memProlific does not begin to deon cars and foreign oil.
bers of the LGBT communiLooking back on Opie’s scribe Opie’s work. Though, she
ty is a 20th century spin on
work, there was an over- tackles diverse genres within phoa traditional art form. The
whelming sense of loneli- tography from landscapes to porposes and simple arrangeness and isolation. Despite traits, startlingly enough, Opie’s
ment of figures are conthe brazenness of the por- theme still remains poignant reventional, while the bold
traits, there was a tinge of gardless of the format. One must
saturated color palate for
sadness in their eyes. They see the juxtaposition of her work
the background and subject
assert their desire to be in order to truly understand Opie
matter is anything but. The
recognized, yet the ques- as an artist, and for that reason,
final product of this sundry
tion remains if total inte- this exhibition is certainly not to be
combination serves to elegration will occur. Both the missed.
vate this underrepresented
“Icehouses”
American subculture to the
(2001) and
level of high art. The conARTSJOURNAL.COM “ S u r f e r s ”
fident stares of “Mike and
(2003) series
Sky,” “Frankie” and the others
are a progresresonate loudly with the view- Opie’s Self Portrait “Cutting“ (1993)
sion of imer.
The
ages in which
“Domestic” series (1995-8) further
figures
are asserting throws out the classic notion of a the figures or hints
their
indi- normal family. Focusing on les- of civilization disapviduality and bian couples from all corners of pear into oblivion,
their right to the country and from all ends of further highlighting
be as they are the economic spectrum, the art- the insignificance of
showing there ist strives to create a new image of human life in comparison to the world
is beauty in today’s American family.
The curves of the beautifully around us.
imperfection
A personal favorand, by doing abstracted images of California’s
so, Opie forc- “Freeways” (1994-5), evoke sexual ite was Opie’s poes the viewer innuendoes and their style barely litically infused work,
ITALIANGREYHOUNDS.ORG
to rethink the resembles the aesthetic of Opie’s which graces the top
ASUARTMUSEUM.ASU.EDU portrait.
portraits. They seem almost banal floor of the exhibiChicken from Opie’s “Being and Having “ series (1991)
O p i e ’ s in comparison. However, the pho- tion space. Images of
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Brand Spankin’ New Music

Exhibition of the Week
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Jazmine busts
out the hits
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

As the opening notes of Bust
Your Windows echoed in my head,
I did a double take, checking my
iPod to make sure I was listening
to the right song. Jazmine Sullivan
sounds a lot more mature than
her 21 years. The unique lyrics, coauthored by Sullivan, are quick,
catchy and mature ensuring that
whoever hears them once will become a fan.
“Fearless” does not just portray
Sullivan’s talent as a songwriter,
but also her ability to
sing both

ARTNET.NET

BY JACQUELINE CHANCER
ARTS EDITOR

Definitely check out O’Canada
MYMOODMUSIC.WORDPRESS.COM

modern R&B as well as more
bluesy retro songs. It is easy to
hear the influence of Salaam
Remi, the blues master who
has proven himself with Amy
Winehouse, on this album. It
makes Lions, Tigers & Bears a
song worthy of a smash hit.
In songs such as Lions,
Tigers & Bears and Call Me
Guilty, Sullivan can be serious when addressing issues
such as love but sometimes is a bit lax when
dealing with problems
like domestic violence.
Yet without a hitch, she

can sing a song that’s purely fun like
One Night Stand or Switch!, which
is about asking her date if she can
switch him for his best friend.
“Fearless” is not just a daring
record for Sullivan, who proves
herself as singer that can handle a
range of themes and styles, but one
that clearly shows that she loves
and enjoys what she does. Switch!
is the perfect ending to this collection of songs, leaving the listener
feeling good and more than likely
to put the CD right back on. It is not
just Sullivan who has fun singing
these songs, but also anyone who
gets to hear them.

to convey the true
Hudson. Hudson,
who has in the past
proved herself as a
great singer, settles
for a collection of
songs that are not
memorable. Unfortunately, “Jennifer
Hudson” is an album that one can
listen through and
not
remember
one specific thing
that caught their
interest in the
end.
Guest stars
such as Ludacris, T-Pain
and Fantasia
do not add
anything to
the album,
and might
STANDFORD.EDU
actually do
more harm
than help. Hudson should
stick to songs such as You Pulled
Me Through and Invisible, which
don’t distract the listener as much
as the other songs and allow them
to enjoy Hudson’s true talents.
It seems that Hudson, in her debut effort, has fallen into one of the

pitfalls plaguing the current music
industry. Trying to keep up with
the rest of the albums out there, she
turns stylistic rather than relying
on her voice and talent, which gave
her success in the first place after
she was eliminated from American
Idol.
“Jennifer Hudson” is a collection of passable songs, not worth
buying.

AMAZON.COM
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Who is the real
Jennifer Hudson?
BY JANA KASPERKEVIC
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Jennifer Hudson’s self-titled debut album, “Jennifer Hudson,” fails

at Gallery MC on Nov. 1. It features
six Canadian artists working in the
U.S. It may hold an even greater impact come Nov. 4.

AMAZON.COM

BY SHAWYONIA PETTIGREW
BPAC CORRESPONDANT

Today, Manhattan Class
Company will present “Second
Life” by Ashlin Halfnight at 7 p.m.
Video games bleed into pornography and both bleed into real
life. Then things get even more
dangerous — he falls in love. This
event is free.
On Wednesday at 8 p.m., join
Repast to celebrate the addition
of their new harpsichordist Avi
Stein. The three core members
of Repast (Amelia Roosevelt, violin; John Mark Rozendaal, viola
da gamba and Avi Stein, harpsichord) will perform music that
shows the enormous variety of
French baroque music. Baruch
students can go for free; faculty
and staff may attend for $12.
On Thursday at 1 p.m. and 7
p.m., Eugene Marlowe’s Heritage
Ensemble will grace the stage
after developing a repertoire of
Jewish liturgical songs and Israeli folk songs arranged in various
jazz and neoclassical styles. This
event is free for students and faculty and staff may attend for $10.
“Irena’s Vow,” featuring Tovah
Feldshuh, continues and has received rave reviews from everyone. It is sold out, but you may
just get lucky if you are persistent. It is a riveting, life affirming
tale about one of the most courageous and unsung heroines of
World War II.
During the German occupation of Poland, Irena Gut Opdyke,
a Polish catholic, was forced to

work as head housekeeper for a
very prominent German major.
Over a two-year period of service, Irena would risk her own
life in order to save the lives of
12 Jewish refugees whom she secretly took under her care.
Join us on Thursday, Oct. 30
from 12-3 p.m. for Halloween
Holiday Fun in the BPAC Lounge
(NVC-Level B3) for trivia, prizes, a horror film and, of course,
snacks.
“Weissman Talks,” a new
dialogue series whose topic
this fall focuses on the Holocaust in Poland will continue
on Oct. 28 at 6 p.m. with “The
Holocaust in Film.” This discussion will include clips from the
films “Sophie’s Choice” (1982),
directed by Alan J. Pakula, and
“The Pianist” (2002), directed by
Roman Polanski. Dean Jeffrey
Peck of Weissman will moderate the panel. Panel participants
include Tovah Feldshuh from
“Irena’s Vow” in the Nagelberg
Theater, Professor and Chair of
the history department Cynthia
Whittaker, Professor and Chair
of the fine and performing arts
department Terry Berkowitz and
Professor Alison Griffiths of the
communications department.
For information on tickets,
showtimes and other information
regarding any of the events mentioned in this article, please stop
by the BPAC Box Office (NVC-1st
floor), call 646-312-4085, or visit
baruch.cuny.edu/bpac.
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Latin fever doesn’t catch on

JOHN LEE I SPECIAL TO THE TICKER

Fiebre Latina had an unsuccessful first outing; students have high hopes for next year.
BY KERRI JAREMA
ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Fiebre Latina: Latin Fever, the
first annual Latino Cultural Fashion Show, sponsored by the Latino
Society, definitely evoked fever-like
symptoms, leaving me desperate
for a cure for the pain I was in.
In typical Baruch fashion, the
audience was left waiting an extra
hour for the show to start, while listening to the typical mix of hip-hop
songs, spun by DJ Telly Tell, while
more appropriate and mood-setting Latino music was put on the
back burner.
When the show finally began,
the host Miss Stacey from DTF Radio began her awkward routine of
stale jokes and repetitive shout-outs
to everyone in attendance. Once
she finished stumbling through her
introduction, Ballet Folklorico Peru
dance group performed “Valicha,”

a colorful dance to light-hearted
music, which was beautifully choreographed.
The first transition between
acts put the incompetence of the
host on display, while she repeated
her diatribe of pride to the Latino
countries and boroughs of New
York, along with her less than funny
attempts at humor.
The first fashion segment entitled “Paises Latinos” or Latin Countries, featured models clad in what
was apparently typical ethnic garb.
Most of the girls wore long white
dresses that were almost indistinguishable from each other; until
the host announced what country
they were from. Each model performed a dance from their country
that seemed more spontaneous
than authentic. One unexpected
model was a man representing Africa, which is not typically thought
of as a Latino country.

The next dance performance by
Ballet Folklorico Peru was “Sonkonakuy,” which the host admitted she
could not even pronounce. This
dance was entirely different from
the first, described by one audience member as a “rape dance,” in
which the women grappled with
the men before being carried off
stage, except for the last woman,
who dragged the man off stage after throwing him down. This lively
dance got a few admiring laughs
from the audience, especially at its
close.
The second transition was by far
the worst, in which the host publicized her radio show and then
left the stage, leaving the audience waiting, while the curtain was
opened to an empty stage. with no
models appearing for at least five
minutes.
When the models finally arrived,
they were clad in typical and unin-

spired swimwear for the summer
segment, entitled “Havana Nights.”
Many of the female models looked
uncomfortable and stiff, and the
audience did not seem as enthusiastic as most would expect. Many
models went by without receiving
any applause and the attempts by
the host to gloss over their awkwardness was unsuccessful, as she
caused most of the uncomfortable
moments of the night.
Before the next dance performance by the Santo Rico Dance
Company Group XBICION, the
host made an announcement for
the Movie Makers Club, encouraging all those interested to go to
the VC, although she did not know
what that was, because she is not a
student at Baruch.
The Santo Rico Dance Company’s performance was also well choreographed and well-performed,
offering a welcome break from the

monotonous fashion segments,
which was unfortunate, considering that the show was mainly billed
as a fashion show and not a dance
show.
The third fashion portion of
street wear was perhaps the most
uninspired, entitled “La Calle” or
the street, featuring guys dressed
in “street fashions,” which were just
every day t-shirt and jean ensembles, with two models wearing the
exact same outfit.
This fashion show was a flop, falling short of its desire to be a fitting
showcase to Latino culture’s talents
and a closing ceremony to Latino
Heritage Month. The dance performances were the high light of the
night, entirely overshadowing the
fashion segments. While the host
was uncomfortably awkward and
the show’s late start time and long
waits kept the audience from being
fully engaged in the program.

Taking small steps to curb cancer
BY ALYSSA TROPEA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

You’ve always been told that
eating right and exercising will
keep your body healthy; but do
you know that it can also prevent
cancer? Here are some easy lifestyle
changes you can make now to kick
cancer to the curb later.
It’s not a secret that cigarette
smoking, poor food choices and
over exposure to sun can severely
increase your chances of getting
cancer later on in life. But the first
step toward prevention, which also
happens to be the most important,
is awareness.
On the web site Glamour.com,
an article in the health and fitness

section offers tips to “slash your
cancer risk in minutes a day.” By
adding “cancer fighting” spices
such as cumin, ginger and turmeric
to your diet and foods like whole
grains and dark chocolate, you can
make effective but simple changes
toward a healthy, cancer free life.
Glamour.com also offers some
unfamiliar advice like baking
instead of grilling. “Grilling beef,
poultry or fish until it’s charred
to a crisp can turn amino acids
and other substances in the meat
into heterocyclic amines (HCAs),
compounds that have been linked
to cancer.” Glamour’s web site also
gives non-food related tips such as
practicing peace as a daily ritual.
High levels of cortisol, a stress
hormone, may take away a key gene

that actually suppresses tumor
growth. To put it simply, the higher
your stress level is, the higher your
cancer risk becomes.
In a cancer prevention article
on Mayoclinic.com, they advise
regular screenings, although not
necessarily for prevention but
for awareness, as an important
part of personal health. Though
acknowledging
the
effects,
Glamour.com, warns “CT scans
deliver a dose of radiation 50 to
200 times that of a conventional Xray, so if your doctor orders a nonemergency CT scan to investigate
headaches ask if a radiation-free
ultrasound or an MRI can be
used instead,” says Devra Davis,
Ph.D., director of the Center for
Environmental Oncology at the

University of Pittsburgh Cancer
Institute.
Along with personal health
choices, organizations such as
the American Cancer Society,
hold events to raise funds for
cancer prevention. Relay for Life
is an overnight event that allows
everyone at the Baruch community
an opportunity to participate in the
fight against cancer.
On April 3, in the Baruch gym,
Relay for Life will raise money for
cancer research and awareness,
while honoring those who have been
affected by the disease. If you’re
interested in donating or registering
for this all-night event, you can go
to their web site at relayforlife.org/
cunymanhattan. Visit the web site
for more information on how you

can contribute to the cause. Alyssa
Wick, the event chair of Relay for
Life here at Baruch, says “We’re
going to prevent by informing.”
On November 20, Baruch will
also hold The Great American
Smokeout. On this day, the
American Cancer Society will ask
students to pledge to quit smoking
and perhaps even trade in their
cigarettes for goody bags.
“50 percent of cancer patients
could be prevented by leading
healthier lifestyles; when people
just stop smoking, eat healthy
and exercise. If we can just make
one person quit, that’s one life
we’ve saved; and that’s a great
accomplishment,” said Wick.
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Fashionable jackets to fend off the frosty fall

URBANOUTFITTERS.COM

OLDNAVY.COM

NORDSTROM.COM

Black, bold or plaid coats can either be dressed up or down for any occasion.
BY MARTINA MICKO
STAFF WRITER

Fall is here and so is the cold
weather, which means that we
need to add an important piece
to our wardrobe: the jacket. It is
important to find the perfect coat
because besides keeping us warm,
they show off our personal style.
Plaid coats and faux-leather
bombers are very stylish. But
classical looks such as pea coats
are also very trendy. With many
interesting styles out there, you

can be very creative with your coat.
Fall jackets often come in dull
and dreary colors, instead, try
adding a bright jacket to your
wardrobe.
Colors such as magenta and
blue can make your whole outfit
stand out. Try a double-breasted
coat (Old Navy, $89.50), or for a
vintage look, try a ski-style coat,
Kadin Jacket (Urban Outfitters,
$68).
With windy weather, a high
collar coat is practical for a chic
look. It’s great for people on the go,
because it keeps your neck warm,

and boots makes a sophisticated
so you don’t have to carry a scarf.
For a classical look the look. Old Navy offers this coat in
Cambridge Coat (Urban Outfitters, several lengths; try a longer version
$148), is black and belted with a for night.
For those who desire something
cool wrap around collar. For a more
chic look, the Guess Drop Waist casual but stylish, plaid is a great
Coat ($128), has wide banded cuffs option. Latte by Coffee Shop Short
Wool Jacket (Nordstrom, $148), is a
and interesting buttons.
classic choice. If you’re
To
dress
up
an
outfi
t,
a
black
Enjoy traditional Indian food and tea withoutstylish
payingand
a bundle.
belted jacket is a must have. Black ready to go bold, a plaid Belted
is a timeless color in fashion Cape (stevemadden.com, $88) is
and paired with a belt, makes it very trendy and will definitely turn
heads.
completely current.
The bomber jacket is a versatile
For day, adding a short black
jacket such as the Old Navy Belted look that will take you from day
Wool Blend Coat ($79.50) to jeans to night. Similar to a motorcycle

jacket it looks chic paired with
jeans and heels. The City Bomber
Jacket (tobi.com. $88) can be worn
over a long shirt or sweater for a
layered look. For a night in the
city, Silence & Noise Zipper Jacket
(Urban Outfitters, $128) is mod.
Whether you choose aFLICKR.COM
bright
pea coat or stylish bomber, you’ll
be in style this fall.
When buying a jacket, remember
it’s can show off your personal style.
With many cool new trends in coats
out there, one will be right for you.
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Calendar of Events
COMPILED BY KERRI JAREMA

ASSISTANT LIFESTYLES EDITOR

Yearbook Pictures
Office of Student Life
Room 2-110 (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

“Energy Efficiency Job
Outlook” with Mike Gordon
@ C Power
Net Impact
151 E. 25th St. (NCC Room 763)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Better World Book Drive
Golden Key International
Honour Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Career Opportunities In
Corporate Accounting Panel
Presentation
ALPFA and the SCDC
Room 3-165 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:10 p.m.

AVODA - Arts On The More
Present
Hillel
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Jobsmart Career Discussions
- Securing Your Summer
Internship
Executives on Campus
14-245 (NVC)
1 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Campus Awareness Day
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Yearbook Pictures
Office of Student Life
Room 2-110 (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Better World Book Drive
Golden Key International Honour
Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

A Pumpkin Carving Contest
The Ticker
Room 2-125 (NVC)
12 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Better World Book Drive
Golden Key International Honour
Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
9 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Ogilvy & Mather Presentation:
Advertising
Baruch City Advertising Society
12-140 (NVC)
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Alumni Networking
Korean Student Association
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Oxford Debate
Sigma Alpha Delta Honor Society
750 Newman Library
12:30 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Anniversary Committee Meeting
Zeta Phi Beta
Room 3-210 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Media in The Age of Globalization
Solutions Across Borders
Room 5-165 (NVC)

General Meeting
Wall Street Club
Room 4-225 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Pain Behind Ovarian Cysts Workshop
Lambda Pi Upsilon
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Diwali Party
Indian Graduate Student Association
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Speed Networking with the
NYAMA
Zicklin Graduate Marketing Club
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Mixer
Kappa Phi Alpha
Room 2-125 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

10/27
10/28
10/29
10/30
10/31

Luna Bar Breast Cancer
Awareness Day
Health Services
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Yearbook Pictures
Office of Student Life
Room 2-110 (NVC)
9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Promoting Media in The Age
of Globalization
Solutions Across Borders
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Campus Awareness
Golden Key International
Honour Society
Second Floor Lobby (NVC)
2 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Becker Presentation with
Robert DeFillipis
NABA
Room 4-220 (NVC)
12:40 p.m. - 2:20 p.m.
H&R Block Presentation
NABA
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

Lecture and Discussion with
Aundrary Guess
Sigma Lambda Upsilon
Room 3-215 (NVC)
6 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Halloween Freak Fest
G.L.A.S.S.
Multipurpose Room 1-107 (NVC)
7 p.m. - 11 p.m.

HAPPY
HALLOWEEN!

Submit your event listings to calendar@theticker.org
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WE WANT TO SEE YOUR WORK

Submit your art for this semester’s Encounters Magazine. Chosen art will be published
in Baruch’s exclusive literary arts magazine showcasing the best of student work.

Art Deadline Oct. 30
Email your art to EncountersMagazine@yahoo.com or come by our office in room VC 3-290
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Lady Bearcats serve up another win Fame
CARLOS RUIZ

CONTINUED FROM BACK

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

As was expected, the women’s
tennis team advanced to the City
University of New York Athletic
Conference championship finals by
sweeping City Tech, in a quarterfinal match that took place on Tuesday, Oct. 21, and beating Brooklyn
College in the semifinals on Friday
Oct. 24, both at the U.S. National
Tennis Center.
The second seeded Bearcats
repeated history as they took City
Tech with a 9-0 score, just as they
had done two weeks prior. The win
came with ease, as all matches were
won with perfect or close to perfect
scores. None of the players allowed
more than one game to be won by
their opponents.
Rookie player Filippa Noghani
defeated Rosalinda Molina from
City Tech with an impressive score
of 6-1, 6-0. Women’s tennis Player
of the Week, Mariya Korobkova, defended her title as she continued an
undefeated conference season by
recording a 6-0, 6-0 victory against
City Tech’s Noory Cross.
Senior player Irina Piskunova
continued her winning strike by defeating Kimberly Battle with a score
of 6-0, 6-0. She later partnered with
senior Sally Ai to take on the team
of Battle/Cross to record a perfect
8-0 score in doubles.
The lady Bearcats then played
third-seeded Brooklyn College
in the semifinal round on Friday.
Baruch overtook the Bridges 5-1,
leading them to face Hunter in the
finals the following day. Earlier in
the season, Baruch had defeated
Brooklyn College with a score of
7-2.
Monika Maiellano, who won her
match against City Tech’s Alma Cabral Reynoso with a perfect score
of 6-1, 6-0, was looking for the rematch against Brooklyn College’s

that is still going strong today.
“He was a magnificent ‘blurh’
on the court,” said Rankis, who
coached Resvanis all four years
he was at Baruch. “With his quickness and speed, he could not be
stopped.”

“The alumni did a lot
for us ... They come
back and they love it.”
-John Neves
Sports Information Director

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

The women’s tennis team breezed through the quarterfinal matches against City Tech last Tuesday.
Ruth Perez, but the game remained
unfinished. Maiellano also had to
push harder in doubles to beat Perez, Brooklyn’s prominent player,
but lost that match, with Alexandra
Vamanu, with a close 8-6 score.
The Bearcats, at 14-2 after the
semifinals, were looking to con-

tinue their 10-game winning streak
as they got closer to capturing the
CUNYAC Championship title.
The game that fans were looking forward to was the finals match,
in which Baruch faced archrival
Hunter College for the fourth consecutive year and battled for an au-

tomatic berth to the National Collegiate Athletic Association championship. But this time, as stated
by team captain Mariya Korobkova,
“we will come home as champions.”
With additional reporting by
Mariane St-Maurice.

For 12 years, the best show
in New York wasn’t a Broadway
show or a musical; it was the
Joe Torre Era in the Bronx. Over
those 12 seasons, Joe Torre managed the New
York
Yankees
back to perennial dominance
after a decade of
dormancy in the
1980s by winning four World
Series, six Pen- JOHN MORONI
nants, 10 DiviBearcat Prowler
sion
crowns
and over 1,100
games. Winning was once again
customary in the Bronx and it
was led by the calm and collected manager.
Following last season and
another early postseason exit,
Torre was offered an incentiveladen contract for one year, in
which he would get an option for
another year only if he made it
to the World Series, and a bonus
if he won the World Series. The
Yankees have the noble but unrealistic expectation of winning
the Fall Classic year in and year
out, but it is difficult for them to
win the World Series no matter
what the payroll looks like.
As a sport that spans half the
year and three temperate weather seasons, baseball becomes
a day-in and day-out family for
both players and fans. Towards
the end of his tenure with the
Yankees, Torre praised the commonly overlooked accomplishments of his team. With a World
Series being the only thing sought
by the organization and casual
fans, the Yankees won over 100

For most of the alumni, it was
their first time back at Baruch since
their playing days, and, despite the
youngest of the four Hall of Famers
having graduated in 1994, a lot has
changed.
“The alumni did a lot for us and
they did it during a different era,”
said Neves. “There was no Vertical Campus, they played in the old
23rd street gym, and they come
back and they see this and they
love it. That’s the fun part.”
On a night designed to honor
the Bearcats of the past, it was
the present Baruch athletes that
seemed most moved by the ceremonies at hand.
“It’s important to see that
school has taken time out to honor
the athletes of the past…it’s a really cool event,” said Baruch soccer player Sean Dickenson. “It’s so
great…everyone’s here. It’s like a
family right now, everyone is family.”

games three times and over 95
games another four, in seasons
that were considered “failures.”
A World Series is great, but being able to watch your team all
year knowing they will be in every game, win much more than
they lose and play high quality
baseball is an accomplishment
in itself.
The
Yankees
seemingly
pushed Joe Torre out without
saying a word. The franchise
wanted a new direction and
new look. It was a tough situation because the Yankees would
have had to either bypass the
organization’s goal to change,
be malicious or not even offer
the beloved manager a chance to
come back. Instead, they offered
a contract that spoke more than
the words on the paper. With
this, the Brooklyn native flew out
west to Los Angeles and became
manager of the Dodgers.
The Dodgers have had relatively little success over the past
two decades, winning their last
World Series in 1988 and one
playoff game since that time.
Torre enjoyed a renaissance season, winning an unexpected division title, managing his former
nemesis Manny Ramirez and
even going on to enjoy postseason success by surprisingly beating the heavily favored Cubs and
making it to the NLCS for the first
time in 20 years.
This off-season, Torre won’t
have to meet with aggravated
team officials in Tampa, be called
a failure or have his job in question. He can just continue to grin
ear to ear, knowing he can have
fun in baseball once more.
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Soccer team gets
kicked around
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Baruch men’s soccer team
has seen both peaks and valleys
throughout its season, but entering the playoffs, the team appears
to have no place to go but up. Going into their Oct. 18 match against
lowly John Jay College, a victory
would have catapulted the team
into first place in the standings.
However, a disappointing doubleovertime loss to the Bloodhounds
dropped the Bearcats to third place
in the standings, where they now
sit, waiting for the playoffs to start.
The Bearcats started the scoring on the wrong end of the field,
as an own-goal gave John Jay an
early lead. Later goals by Boris
Lipsman and Nick Shnayderman
were not enough: John Jay scored
twice more, including a goal four
minutes into the second overtime
by Hiromi Karahashi that finished
off Baruch.
The team was back in action
two days later against the Rams of
Farmingdale State, a team that had
won six games in a row entering the
game, with a combined score of
28-1. The team was another tough
out-of-conference opponent, and
Baruch once again played equal
with their opponents, leading to a
1-1 double-overtime tie. Valiantsin
Kirykovich, who finished the season with five goals and four assists,
was the lone scorer for Baruch in
Long Island.
Associate Head Coach Dima
Kamenshchik saw the game against
Farmingdale as “another good draw
against a quality opponent,” as the
Rams are currently in second place
in the Skyline Conference stand-

ings. Most of the game, however,
was overshadowed by a devastating season-ending injury to starting midfielder Ibek Abdrahmanov.
Senior captain Nick Shnayderman
put the injury into perspective by
citing an old adage in soccer; “I’ll
tell you how good your team is…
show me your midfielder.”
Low team morale, along with an
overall lack of focus, appeared to
follow the Bearcats into their last
game of the regular season against
Medgar Evers College on Oct. 22.
A 4-1 loss to the Cougars opened
the Bearcats’ eyes to a problem
that appears to have haunted them
throughout the season, which is
taking their opponents for granted.
Shnayderman mentioned that the
team “needs to re-focus going into
the playoffs… we’re going to get the
team together, without coaches,
and make sure we’re on the same
page.”
Shnayderman knows the team
has the ability to bounce back, and
was confident in stating, “the next
game will not see the same result as
us being beaten 4-1.” The Bearcats
will have an opportunity to avenge
the loss right away, as the playoffs
will see Baruch facing No. 6-seeded
Medgar Evers only a week later for
the CUNYAC Championship quarterfinals.
The team has a week to practice,
re-focus and rest before the playoffs
begin. The last time the Bearcats
had such a break between games,
they went on to win four games in
a row, including three conference
opponents. Kamenshchik welcomes rest for his team, but knows
that “the playoffs are a different animal… more intense than any game
thus far, bar none.”

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

The men’s soccer team has lost its momentum, at a crucial point in the season.
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SCHEDULE
Men’s Soccer
CUNYAC Championship
10/29 – Medgar Evers @ Baruch – TBA
11/1 - Semifinals - TBA

Women’s Volleyball
10/28 - Baruch @ Medgar Evers, 7p.m.
10/30 - City Tech @ Baruch, 7 p.m.
10/31 – 11/1 - Brandeis University
Judges Classic, 7 p.m.
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Baruch Bearcats honor their past

ABRAHEME HASSAN I THE TICKER

This year’s Hall of Fame inductees, from left: Jimmy Resvanis, Stanley Barbot, Maria Epp Caltabiano and Bobby Francis, with Director of Athletics, Dr. William Eng (second from left).
BY TIM PETROPOULOS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

On Friday night, Baruch honored four of its best and brightest
stars from the past in its third annual Athletic Hall of Fame dinner.
Men’s volleyball and soccer star
Stanley Barbot, women’s basketball
great Maria Epp Caltabiano, men’s
soccer coach and player Bobby
Francis, and men’s basketball legend Jimmy Resvanis were all immortalized in the entrance of the
Athletic Recreation Center, with
their very own plaques that will be

part of Baruch history forever.
“This is something we have all
dreamt about for years,” said honoree Francis. “[We are] so delighted
and honored to be part of the Hall
of Fame.”
Among friends, family, fellow
Bearcat alumni and current student
athletes, the honorees delivered
moving speeches and shared stories about their past experiences,
games and teammates.
“This event honors the student
athlete and alumni from the past,”
said Baruch’s sports information
director John Neves. “In their day

[…] they were the best and it’s nice
to be able to bring them back after
so many years and honor them in
front of the current generation.”
The first inductee was Stanley
Barbot, a two-sport star who was
named to the all-conference team
four times, twice for soccer and
twice for volleyball.
“If you saw him on the soccer
field he was terrific,” said men’s
basketball coach and master of ceremonies Ray Rankis. “In volleyball,
his teammates fed off his energy
and leadership.”
Second to be inducted was Ma-

ria Epp Caltabiano. During her Baruch career, Caltabiano recorded
over 1000 points, 600 rebounds,
and 75 blocked shots as well as being named team MVP following the
1990-91 season and CUNYAC AllTournament team that same year.
“She was the first in practice and
the last to leave,” said Rankis. “She
played with determination and she
was a dedicated athlete.”
The next alum to be honored
was Bobby Francis. As a player,
Francis tallied 20 goals in two years
and received All-State honors in
soccer. As a coach from 2001-03, he

resurrected the program he loved
and recruited many talented student-athletes.
“[As a player] Bobby couldn’t be
moved,” said Rankis “[As a coach]
he was known for the little things;
his human touch, his stories. He
was a good man.”
The last to be honored was Jimmy Resvanis. Nicknamed “Blurh”
Resvanis set the standard for all
Baruch point guards, scoring 1022
points and raking up 602 assists as
a three-year team captain, a record
SEE FAME PAGE 22

Mixed results for Bearcats in opener
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINION EDITOR

Last Tuesday, Baruch’s swimming teams kicked off their seasons
in different form with an impressive win from the men’s team but a
tough loss for the women. The men
defeated Division II school Adelphi University in convincing fashion, winning 113-86 at the Baruch
Aquatic Center, while the women
recorded an inauspicious beginning to their season.
Led by the 2007-2008 Performer
of the Year, Michael Shiwnath, the
Bearcats took action against the
Panthers. Team captain Shiwnath
won the 50 meter freestyle and
took second place in the 100 meter backstroke. Freshmen Jeffrey
Wong, Idan Saragosti and Gustavo
Sancourt secured the win for the
Bearcats in the 200 meter medley
relay.
“It was my first meet for the
team,” said free swimmer Agustin
Lastra. “It was exciting and satisfying because we beat a Division
II school and performed at a high
level with their best.”
As mentioned, the women
didn’t fare as well against the Adelphi Panthers, losing 131-70. However, dual-sport — cross country
and swimming — student-athlete
Jessica Penaherrera led the women
to a few victories in the 200 individual medley and the 100 breast.
She also took second in the 100
meter butterfly and took first in the

200 meter medley relay, along with
junior Grace Kim, freshman Priscilla Arana and sophomore Tiffany
Wong.
As for the outlook on the dawning of a new season, Lastra seems
extremely optimistic about both
teams.
“I think both the men’s and
women’s teams are going to have a
great season because we have great
swimmers on both sides who are
capable of breaking records and
winning competitions.”
Free swimmer and junior Keiko
Akashi of the women’s team echoed
the same sentiment.
“Our season opening meet on
Tuesday was quite exciting as we
have many new swimmers on the
team. The boys did very well, showing that this season they are going
to be putting up a good fight. The
girls swam strong and we did our
best. I’m sure when it comes to
CUNY meets we’ll come out on top.
We have a very promising team for
this season and I look forward to
it.”
Bearcat fans couldn’t ask for
anything more.
Up next for both the men’s and
women’s teams is a meet against
William Paterson University on
Saturday, Nov. 8 in the ARC Aquatic
Center.
The women will be looking for
their first victory of the young season, as well as looking to avenge
last year’s 33-57 loss against Paterson which took place in Wayne, NJ.

BARUCH SPORTS INFORMATION

Both swimming teams opened their season last Tuesday against Adelphi University.
Fresh off their victory, the men’s
team will be hoping to keep the momentum up and also even the score
against Paterson, after also losing
last year, 90-107. Perhaps homefield advantage will play a factor for

the Bearcats in the hopes of reversing their misfortunes. Then again,
maybe good coaching is all that is
needed.
“Coach Lampasso and the rest
of the coaching staff do a good job

by not putting too much pressure
on their players,” says Lastra. “I’m
just looking forward to working
harder and watching as we constantly push ourselves.”

